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BEM TAPS Renewal 1515
Argonne Matonal Lab EADAON
700 Cass Avenue

Argonne, Winnis (0430

RE: Comments on Applicution of the Trans-Alaska Pipeling System Owners for
Renewal of the Federal Grant and State Lewse for the TAPS Right-ot Way

by name 15 Karl o. Steen. My grandfanher, Ben Osborne, moved 10 Cordoys in [0S,
1 manuiactured gold jewelry and was deeply involved in the commercial life of
Cordova My unele. Biome Osborne, was a commenciad fisherman. as [ am, and as s my
som, Karl A Steen. My molher, Gail Osbome Steen, was bort in Cordova n 1918, and is
relined here now. She had a furnitare store on First Street. My wife, Ruth Steen, has e
gifi shop an First Strect. My family has been invelved in the Cily of Cordova for almost
on hundred years.

My family and iy communily arc dovastated from the aflershucks ol the Evxen
Fatdez o1l spill 13 vears ago. The emotional and financial wirmoil this catustirophic event
brought on Prince William Sound, and Coedova, s impessible to describe.

We are YERY concerned that the next majur spill will be along the overland portion
of the TAPS, The risk for my communitv-20% of the $00-milc pipeling is within the
Copper River Watershed aml the main pipcline crosses 76 tributuries of (he Cupper River,
While spill prevention and response measure have impraved sipniticantly sinee the 1989
spill--almost all slue le citizcen oversipht and pressure; most of those changes are at the
Valez terminal and ih Prince William Sound. n the pipeline. reliable spill provention
and response measure still do not exist. The problem is particularly acute ar dver
crossings. [APS crosscs 800 streams and sections ol pipeline over rivers bave reached
design capacity for sag- there is nothing ket to give. This seets ke an accident waiting
{v happen.

bly comments are hased un my experience living in a cogununily that the oif
cofnpany and govornment represantatives visied in the carly 7¥s and promised there
wonldn't be an ol spill in Prince Willlam Sound, The vil companics made many other
promises such as tankers would have dooble hulls and we would have o state-oflhe-art
trdlic conlnl sysiem in the sound. Flad these promises been kept, we might nel have hud
rhe Exvon Valdez ol spift,
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Some, but not all, of the oil companies’ promises were slated as a set of conditions
and stipulations in the original agreements and right-of-way grants. The Interior
Department and its designess were assigned the job of ensuring these promises to the
American people were kept. Even a brief review of history shows that many of these
promises were broken and that the companics were aflowed to aperate for literally
years in nancompliance with their federal grant and state lease.

For example, the ballast water treatment {BWT) facility at the tanker termindl has
not been reviewed at [east once every 5 vears ta ensure state-of-the-art equipment and
vechnology a5 promised the federal grant and state leasc. Some improvements at the
BWT facility occurred only recently and through ctizen involvernent and oversight
The vapor recovery system at the tanker terminal didn’t work for decades- ~zsince
startup onkl 1998 when vapor controls were built into two of the four berthing docks,
When it didn’t work it dumped litarally tons of benzene inte the air and jeopardized
public and worker health and safety in violation of the federal grant, state lease, and
apetating permits. In 1993, concerned industry employees testificd in Congress that the
quality control program was nonexistent--since startup--and, as a result, the entre
TAPS had been s0 poorly maintained that it posed an imminent threat to the public,
workers, and the environment. Subsequent audits validated the whistieblowers’
concerns. Operating without an independent yualiby contrel program is in direct
viclation of the federal grant and state Teass.

Mora recent exampies occurred after the Fexon Valder oil spill. S now over 13
vears later, most of the species studied by the Trustee Council have not recovered from
the spill. Yet the federal grant and state lease promise that damages to public lands will
be promyptly repaired or replaced and that damages to public fish and wildlife
resources, amud their babitat, will be rehabilikated. This bas oot happened.

The off companies also pramised in stpulations attached to the federal grant and
state lease to "take all measures necessary to protect the health and safety of all persons
affected by their activities...” (Stipulation 1.20.1%. I believe this promise includes taking
care of residents and cleanup workers after a spill. Yet, after the Exxon Valdezspill,
Tatitlek villagers observed that Exvon was willing to spend $800,000 vn cach sea otter
for rehabilitation, but nothing or very little on mental health care for people
traumatized by thw spill, Further, thousands of cleanup workers got sick during 1989,
despite Exaon's worker safety program. Tam just learning that hundreds of people may
stll be sick from overexposure to ol vapors, fumes, and acrosnls during the deanup.
All the oil companies promised to “immediately abate any health or safety hazards”
(Stpulation 1.2001}: it seems all the companies, not just the spiller, are responsible to
ensure that people don't get sick during the ¢leanup--and to take care of the ones who
do as per the original promise.
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[ think that the oll companies are now currently in noncampliance with the federal
grant and state leaze. For example, the fire-fighting ability at the tanker terminal is
virtually nonexistent. Qily sludge (harardous waste) has collected several feet deep in
tanks at the BWT facilify--and the sludge incinerator was never built as per the original
facility design, There is 561l no independent quality assurance program. The
contingency plans for river spills are grossly inadequate--drills show the plans won't
work ko contain and cleancp ofl spilled into fivers, F'm sure this list is incomplete and
pipeline regulators could add to it if thay were to seriously lock for problerms and not
just respond to ones brought to their attention by citizens or concerned employees.,

in light of these past and still otyoing problems, I strongly disagree with statements
made by both the stabe and federal repulators in the drafe EIS documents. The Alaska
Department of Natural Resources found the oil companies to be in compliance with the
state lease, This determination is obviously a requirement for reauthorization as it has
nothing o do with reality,

Federal and state regulatory ageneies alse stated that the aging B00-mile pipeline
and its support systermns that were originally built to [ast 30 vears “cam fe sustafned for
At wrrlimited durafion” with minimal costs and change in the operating and
maitttenance procedures. This statement demonsirates a lack of credibiliby--and oo
grasp of reality. The recent spate of accidents including the failed response to the
Livengoad bullet hale spill, aned the 21-inch shift in a section of pipeline that went
undetected for several months show that both industry and the regulators are ill-
prepared for serious problems alang the overland section of TAPS. The 3 spills at pump
stations on pipeline startup after routing maintenance last fall clearly demonstrate this
pipeline is aging and not aging well as frequent spills on startup are one sign of
increasing probilems that should be anticipated--not ignored-—in an aging pipeline.

I'was further shocked and offended by the following statetnent it the draft EIS,
"While the £xxon Valdezoil spill was a significant event in the operation of TAPS,
creating significant benefits to the state ancl lucal economy that more than offsct the
eeonemic damage to the fishing and tourism industries in Prince William Sound, it is
unlikely that a spill of such magnitude, even if it securred again would create the same
level of economic activity” {DEIS, page 4-7-116).

This offensive statement cleaely shows that the govertunent regulators have a
cornpletely different perspective of their job of pipeline oversight than we were all lead
to believe by the federal grant and state lease. The original dght-of-way documents do
not mentian that economics of spill cleanup would be weighed against economic
damages ko the few communibies at risk. Instead the vil companies promised to protect,
repair, replace, rehabilitate, ete. fish and wildlife resources, and their habitat—and the
regulators aye supposed to hold the companies to this promnise, Specifically, the
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compardes also protused to prowet subsistence resources, lands, and users, which have
a rero dollar economy and can't be compared to economics of spill cleanups at all.

(4] spills are expensive to clean up--I'm sorry that I can't see this as geod for the
economty, bat that's really irrelevant. Even if thete was zera ecancmy as measured by
cxchange of dellars, the oil comparnies are authorized to operate only if they take steps
to minimize 1isk of ol spills and damage from spills. Tt's the governrnent regulators” job
to see the oil companics are held bo this standard --the staterment in the draft EIS seems
to indicate that the regulators are not doing their job and are out of compliance
themaclves with the federal prant and state lease.

Finally, [ must state that 1 feef this 45-day public comment period for a profect of
such national and state significance is counterproductive at best and a sham at warst. [
«lid not have time to thoughtfully review the 1,700 page draft EIS because [ have been
Busy trying to earn a living and put up winter food in Alaska’s shatt summer. It
appears from statements in the draft EIS that the government regulators did not have
time to thoughtfully review nearly 30-years of TAPS history and compare performance
with prornises, conditions, and stipulations in the federal grant and state lease, Why the
rush vn a project of such significance? Cver a vear agao, the Joint Pipeline Otfice stated
that the: comment period would run from July to September, but in keeping with 25
vears of broken promises by TAPS vperators and government regulators, the regulators
have broken that promise too.

Despite all the obstacles for public testimony, | offer the following recommendations
For improving TAPS operations for the next 30 years——and [ believe all my comments
are woll within the scope of this National Envirorumental Policy Act hearing process. T

cap only support reauthorization for another 30 years if these recommerklations arc
fuity addressed and included in the next federal yrant and state lease,

#1 Sttt meaningiul penalties for faifure fo compdy.

All the laws, regulations, stipulations, and oversight in the world are forevar
inadequate without meaningful penalties and enforcement. Monetary fines are dwarfed
by enormous profits, and the regulators are certainly not going to shut down the ol
flow as a penalty for noncompliance-~the nation has become too dependent upon this
criergy source. The track record of the oil companies show that it has acted like a child
who knows it {s never going to be Jisciplined. This was not what the American public
was onginally prumised or led ke believe would happen

Some possibilities for meaningful penalties for noncompliance by the oil companies
include requirements for: 1) reparting the circumstances of noncompliance b theit
shareholders in quarterly newsletiers as the events unfold (not after the fact); 2) CECs
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and other responsible officers of oil companies to conduct public service in the TAPS
corridor communities most at risk from the consequences of the noncompliance; 3)

avcruing penalties with interest on a daily basis as long as the infraction occurs; arul 114-14
tying penalties in with the cost of the fixing the problem: so that penalbes are 14 Hmes (Cont.)

the money saved by failure to do the maintenance work in a imely manner. This latter
would force owners to change perspective and view maintehance as a cosi savings
cotnpared o prospective penaltics.

#2 Fetablish a TAFPS Citizens” Oversight Groop,

Following the Lixxan Valdertragedy in 989, the State of Alaska created the Alaska
(il Spill Commission to investigate the rook causes of the spill and recommend changes
to the oversight systemn. One of the Comumission's central findings was that institutional
complacency, both in industry and governtment, was a root cause of the spill. The
Comenission found that citizens were essential to an effective oversight system because
they bring urgency to protecting the resources they care about and depend upon for
their livelihomds. Distant bureaucrats, despite their best efforts, do not share this local
perspective. To prevent future complacency, and thereby prevent fubure disasters, the
Commission recommended creation of ctizens’ advisory councils for the marine and
overland sepments of Alaska's ofl transportation system. We only have citizen oversight
of the marine portton of TAPS--the tankers and tanker terrminal—and it has proven the
wisdam of the Cormmission’s finding. It is time to apply the lessans learned ko the
overland pipeline,

As a requirement of renewal, the grant and lease should establish a TAPS COG that
would vperate completely independently of government regulators anul industry:
incorporating government and industry into “citizen oversight” creates an oxymuorern.
The TAPS COG should make recommendations directly o the Departraent of Interior
{DOT) and to the Department of Natural Resources {ADNR) or their designees. The 114-15
COG should be funded through the DOI by the permitiees as part of the cost of TAPS
operations, and all members of the TAPS COG and their staff should be paid for their
services, The COG conkract should be negotiable on the same timeframe as the right-of-
way permiit; Le., 30 years.

#3 Charge penalties if more than 10% of emplovecs are afraid to speak out

Industry employees are the public’s front line of defense in redudng oil spills. The
workers know what is wrong and how ta fix it. They need to be allowed to do their jobs
free of harassment and intimidation, All personnel--and particular]y the quality control 114-16
inspectors--nieed to be independent of pressure from Alyeska and its owners to provide
the reliable comprehensive quality assurance program promdsed to the public. Such a
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program is critical to TAPS integrity as the pipeline ages, because increased
maintenance costs will compete with oil company profits: workers need o be able to
report maintenance problems withoat fear of reprisal.

The nuclear regulatory industry closes facilities if mure than 10% of plant employecs
are afraid 0 speak out because of reprizals, harassment and intimidation. A sitnilar
standard should be adopted for TAPS operations, with annual independent surveys of
workers to determine work conditions, Instead of closing facilities, stiff penalties should
be applied, and public service by company officials and reporting of nonwompliance to
shareholdets required {see Kec, #1, above).

#¢ Reguire indopendent, longterm epideminiogy studies, and short- and long-term
meatment of physical and mental health effects, for workers and affected residents
arter major TAPS speffs,

{41 spills were—and still ape—-an antcipated side effest of TAPS construction,
operation, maintenance, and terminabion. That's why there are oil spill contingency
plans; that's why the ofl companies promised, as a condition of operating, to protect
public arul worker health and safety. But a promisc is warth nothing withouot follow
through: after the Fxxon Vaddez spill this promise was ignored. There was inadequate
financial support to meet increased necds of mental health facilities in affected
comrannities and short- and long-term physical health care needs of cleanup workers
were urumnet. This is simply unacceptable—and in noncompliance with permits.

TAPS owners should be required o pay for increased mental health care in the years
during and immediately after a spill in all affected communities. This cave shouled
include focused peer listening circles to mitigate community-level emotional auma.
Since oil spill cleanups are considered a hazardous waste cleanup, long-term health care
studies should be required as the health symptoms associated with crude il exposure
{long-term respiratory damage; disorders of the central nervous system, liver, kidney,
blood, and skin; endncrine disruption; and rumune suppression) could take years o
manifest as physical health problems. O companics should also be required to provide
chemival decontamination treatments for individuals with acute health symptoms from
high body levels of crude oil and other substances present during the cleanup.
Individuals whe becorne disabled from averexposure to chemnicals present during the
cleanup shonld be carnpensated by the oil comparies, as should the estate of
individuals wha die from overexposure to chemnicals present during the cleanup.

#5 Regquire independent verification of spilf volume as a condition of lease renewal
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Spill penalties for darmages ko natural resources such as fish, wildlife, public lands
held in the public trust are based on the volume of oil spilled--as reported by the
spiller, Ong way to reduce the risk of spills and resulting damage to the environment
and worker and public health and safety—-one of the promises of the original 114-18
agreement and right-of-way leases——is to penalize TAPS owners, or responsible parties
in the case of a TAPS tanker spill, for the correct arnount of ofl spilled.

For examyple, Exxon urderreported how much oil it spilled. In an unpublished
investigation on file at the Alaska Resources Library and Information Services, the State
of Alaska found Exxon spilled about 35 millien gallons, Exxon paid the American
public one billion dollars for damage to public resources from a suppasediy 11 million-
gallon spill: by underreporting its spill by one-third, the company ondy paid for one-
third of the damages and essentally saved itself two billion dollars,

Independent verification shauld be required as a new conditian of lease renewal.
Further, stpulation should specify that government regutators and citizen oversight 114-19
councils, either separately or jointly, conduct the assesspent and agree upon the
volume spifled before spill penalties are assessad,

#6 Thoroughly review and updaie the original gght-of-way grants and stipulations in
fight of past experienve, current science, new technology, new laws, and public
CONUTICNES.

The federal grant and stake lease are three decades old and no longer teflect current
science, technological advances, and law changes. For example, global warming and
melting permafrost threaten to make at least one-third of the 77,000 vertical support
members of the 1'APS unstable with potentially catastrophic effects on the pipeline.
Studies fram the Exvon Valdez spill show that oil is L0 times more toxic previously
thought, and that it can cause long-term environmental damage. Federal laws are still 114-20
based on cutdated research from the 19705 and 19805 and are grossly under-protective
of fish and wildlife. This makes the original promises to protect fish, wildlife, and
habitat cven more important as basically these promises mean the owners and TAPS
regulators will take measurcs bepond existing fawsin order to pratect fish and wildlife,
habitat, and othar subsistence necds.

Further, the ariginal grant and lease agreements were signed by sume companics
that rw Jonger exist because of mergers and buyouts. T assume, but would like preaf, 114-21
that the new companies are signatories to the current right-of -way grants and leases.

1039



page 8

#7 Grani and Jease renewals should be made conditional on satisfactory compleion—
within 12 months of the renewal——of an independent Seld-based evafuation of ihe
entire TAPS including hardware and management.

In 1993 a series of independent and indusbry audits foond TAPS was in an iinfninent
state of collapse with several major system wide problems including hardware
problems, technical fssues, and management issues, 1994 was proclaimed w0 be the
“year of Hxes” by the Alyeska president at the time, bat fixes proved elusive. For
example, the highly touted tiber aptics cable, which was supposed to replace the old
communication system, didn't work as planned and was quietly shelhved.

N one knows how many problems were acheally Fxed of those disclosed in 1993, oo
what new problems remain unfixed because there has not been any independent audits
of the TAPS since 1993, 'This is nat acceptable for a svstem that provides a significant
portion of the nation’s encrgy demands and the bulk of the state’s operating revenues,
and can wreak enwvironmental, social, and ceonomic havae on Alaska's communities,
restdents, and federally recognized tribes.

#8 Crant and fease renewals should be mada conditional on satistaciory compietion of
annual independent audite of TAPS aperalions and managemernt and 5 pear in-
depth independani ffeld-Hased evalpations of the entire TAPS, induding fardware
and management,

[ am concerned that the recommended alternative--to tenew the permits for another
3 years—is way to long for this particulsr pipeline: it is essentially double its design
life, If reauthorization is granted, it should be made conditonal wpon satisfactory
compledon of independent audits every vear with in-depth andits every 5 vears as
stated above. The Prince William Sound Regional Citizens” Advisory Council bas to
pass an anmual audit and review of operalions ko be recertified. Nothing less should be
expected fur the entire TAPS, which has muoch more at stake than the advisory council!

&9 fmediztofy ascrow TAPS DRER funds and use intorest bo finance the TAPS COC
and other measures fo improve profections for environment. fish and wildiife, and
worker and public health and =afety.

Funds infended for tuture dismantling, restoralion, and removal of the TAPS have
been collected from TAPS vil companies and passed through in parent companies,
resulting in enormous profib—and no pot of money for future DR&R. This is a breach
of public rust——and yet another example of corporate iresponsibility and accounting
fraud, Guvernment regulatons need to take immediate acton bo remedy this problem,
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[ want these fands to be escrowed now--before any prant and lease renewals——as a
sign of good faith efforts and intention by oil companies and government regulators to
the Ametican public. The public was promised this once: we don't need to be promised
it bwice. Further, carnings from the funds can be pledged towards payment for hufilling
other stipulations under the original agreements-—such as protecting the environment,
public resources, and worker and public health and safety.

#11  Transfer of TAPS operations to single source with no North Slope production,

The vil company cwners consistently cut costs on TAIS operations and maintenance
to increase their profits. This dynamdic has created an internal conflict of interest,
essentially, between the owners and the pubiic interest. While the oil company
pettnittees promised in the right-of-way leases to take all ‘reasonable’ or ‘appropriate
and adequate’ steps to protect the environment, fish and wildlife, and public and
worker heaith and safety, these adjectives are relabive when viewed from differcnt
perspectives, What seems reasonahle to the oil companies, who measure the cost of
pravention against their prafits, may not seem reasonable to the public, especially thase
who measure the cost of spiils against their livelihoods and health. The track record
shows that the oil companies have profited handsomely at the public’s expense.

By transferring the operation, maintenance, and terminaton of TAPS tu a single
sonrce with no Morth Slope production, the inkernal conflict of interest is broken. This
operator would take more ‘reasonable’ steps, from the public perspective, to reduce ils
liability from spills by attention to TAPS operations and maintcnance. Performance
bonds couid be required for addifonal protection of the public interest

Summary of Cuncerns

We are going to have to get very creative to prevent a pipeline spill. We can’t keep
doing the same thing we have done in terms of TAPS operations and maintenance for
the past 25 vears. To continue past practices is bo virtually guarantes a major spill in the
TAFS corridar.

I ask that you give serious considerabon to my comments. And [ restate my posiion:

1 can only support TAPS reauthordzaton tor another 30 years if these recommendations
are fullv addressed and ingluded in the next federal grant and state lease.

Sincerely, 2' ﬁ@y—’/ .
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Responses for Document 00114

The oil spill planning and prevention effort in the JPO is a large-scale, multi-agency endeavor. Each
participating agency (Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation, Environmental Protection
Agency, BLM, and the Alaska Department of Natural Resources) has a particular focus, but these are
all considered collectively in the JPO TAPS oil spill response and planning group. This inter-agency
group generally meets monthly with APSC and maintains a continuous monitoring program on TAPS
oil spill planning and related issues. The group also coordinates with the Office of Pipeline Safety,
which reviews the Pipeline Oil Spill Contingency Plan.

The emphasis of all agencies is on the prevention of spills. This is accomplished through a
combination of: 1) oversight of spill contingency planning (including 64 exercises on TAPS annually)
and, 2) through JPO’s comprehensive TAPS operations oversight, monitor issues which could
contribute to a spill in the future. In the event of a spill, however, JPO has a number of highly-trained
individuals who are fully prepared to respond quickly and effectively.

APSC'’s oil spill response capabilities and plans for TAPS are summarized in Section 4.1.4 of the EIS
and explained in detail in the “TAPS Oil Discharge Prevention and Contingency Plan” (APSC 2001g)
for the pipeline and in the “Valdez Marine Terminal Oil Discharge Prevention and Contingency Plan”
(APSC 2001h) for the VMT. The Plans provide for significant resources, including equipment, trained
personnel, and effective organization, to respond if oil does spill from the pipeline or at VMT. They
are available to the public through various libraries in several major cities in Alaska. Oil spill
prevention and response capabilities and related activities specific to the Copper River Drainage area
are discussed more fully in the text box, “Oil Spill Planning for the Copper River Drainage,” in Section
4.4.4.3.

Based on lessons learned from the Exxon Valdez spill, a number of improvements have been made
(e.g., the creation of the Ship Escort Response Vessel System (SERVS) and phase-in of double-hull
tankers) that will reduce the likelihood of a catastrophic tanker accident and the expected outflow
given an accident.

Shortly after the Exxon Valdez oil spill, A National Transportation Safety Board report stated that had
the Exxon Valdez been fitted with a double hull, "the risks of an oil spill owing to collision or grounding
would have been significantly reduced.”

The BLM and member agencies of the JPO use an adaptive management approach to evaluate the
effectiveness of stipulations and regulatory oversight. Ongoing monitoring programs, as identified in
the 12 Comprehensive Monitoring Reports published since 1996, provide BLM and JPO with the
necessary information to evaluate the effectiveness of stipulations in the Grant and Lease.

The reader is referred to Section 4.1.1 (JPO oversight) and specifically to Sections 4.1.1.2 (Adaptive
Nature of the Grant in Compliance Monitoring), 4.1.1.3 (Risk-based Compliance Monitoring), 4.1.1.4
(JPO Comprehensive Monitoring Program), and 4.1.1.8 (Coordinated Planning and Response to
Abnormal Incidents) for more information on the role of adaptive management as a JPO business
practice.

The JPO produced TAPS engineering report No. 00-E-018, Valdez Marine Terminal Ballast Water
Treatment Plant: Compliance with Agreement and Grant Section 23 (May 24, 2000). The report
satisfies the 5-year review process.
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Potential health impacts associated with ambient concentrations of benzene, toluene, ethyl benzene,
and xylene (BTEX) in Valdez area under the proposed action (at the crude oil throughput levels of 0.3,
1.1 and 2.1 million bbl/day) and other alternatives were estimated on the basis of conservatively high
ambient concentration estimates of BTEX and other toxic air pollutants emitted from the BWTF and
other sources at the Valdez Marine Terminal (Sections 4.3.13, 4.5.2.13, and 4.6.2.13). These ambient
concentration estimates are based on the ambient BTEX concentrations monitored during the 1990-
1991 personal and ambient monitoring studies and the tracer studies conducted in the Valdez area
when both the vapor emissions from tankers and the BWTF were released. Exposures to these
concentrations during the 1977-2003 period were factored into estimating the lifetime residential
cancer risks (Table 4.3-4).

The BLM and the agencies within JPO acknowledge both that there have been legitimate issues
related to APSC's Employee Concerns Program (ECP) and that APSC has undertaken considerable
efforts to improve and refine its ECP program.

The BLM and JPO expect to continue to evaluate the effectiveness of APSC's ECP through
confidential surveys that will seek input from all TAPS employees (see Section 4.8.4 of the FEIS). Like
the three prior surveys, these efforts can provide broad measures of the confidence that TAPS
workers have in APSC's ECP and can suggest areas needing improvement.

The JPO also notes that a confidential hotline (1-800-764-5070) currently exists for employees or
members of the public to report issues and concerns about TAPS. Recorded messages are checked
daily by the BLM-Alaska Special Agent's office. The purpose of the hotline is to identify issues
relating to pipeline integrity, public safety, environmental protections and regulatory compliance for
incorporation into the JPO work program. The BLM also refers employees seeking personal relief
(e.g., restoration of employment or lost compensation) to the U.S. Department of Labor or other
appropriate authorities for further investigation.

The federal action addressed in this EIS is renewal of the right-of-way for the TAPS. While renewal
would result in continued operation of oil tankers in Prince William Sound, that activity is beyond the
limits of the right-of-way corridor and is not under the jurisdiction of the BLM. Moreover, the BLM has
no authority over oil spill cleanup and damage assessment within Prince William Sound. Regulation of
activities associated with the transport of oil by tankers in Prince William Sound is under the
jurisdiction of the U.S. Coast Guard and the U.S. Department of Transportation. Analysis of impacts to
fish and wildlife in Prince William Sound is included in the EIS to provide a perspective within which
the direct and indirect impacts of the proposed action and alternatives to it are addressed.

The BLM and member agencies of the JPO enforce a number of stipulations that are protective of fish
and wildlife resources within the right-of-way corridor. The EIS analysis did not find any significant
impact to fish or wildlife resources associated with TAPS operations and maintenance within the right-
of-way corridor.

As stated in Section 4.4.4.7 of the EIS, “Human Health and Safety,” the assessment of impacts from
spills is limited to the general public and does not include occupational exposures to cleanup workers
generally or TAPS employees at the Valdez Marine Terminal. Protection of these workers is regulated
under the Occupational Health and Safety Act and is beyond the scope of this assessment.
Nevertheless, this section of the EIS discusses the concerns expressed in your comment about the
allegations of workers who participated in the Exxon Valdez oil spill cleanup operations.
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Any information regarding potential hazards associated with TAPS should be provided to the JPO.

The Valdez Marine Terminal has a number of fire protection systems and fire protection capability was
considered in preparing the EIS. See the text box in Section 4.3.13.1 for a description of fire detection
and response features.

Build up of waxy solids in tanks at the Ballast Water Treatment Facility has received considerable
attention by JPO and APSC, as well as citizens groups such as PWS RCAC. There is concurrence on
an appropriate course of corrective action; see the text box in Section 4.3.13.1.3.

APSC'’s oil spill response capabilities and plans for TAPS are summarized in Section 4.1.4 of the EIS
and explained in detail in the “TAPS Qil Discharge Prevention and Contingency Plan” and in the
“Valdez Marine Terminal Oil Discharge Prevention and Contingency Plan.” The Plans provide for
significant resources, including equipment, trained personnel, and effective organization, to respond if
oil does spill from anywhere along the pipeline, including the river crossings, or at the VMT. The Plans
are available to the public through various libraries in several major cities in Alaska during the plan
review period. These documents are updated and reviewed by various State and Federal agencies
periodically ranging from every year to every 5 years. The substantive elements of the contingency
plans are controlled by ADEC rules (18 AAC75), which include provisions for public review and
comment as part of the plan update procedures. The lessons learned from occurrences such as
EVOS and the MP 400 bullet hole incident are incorporated into the documents when they are
updated.

The BLM and member agencies of the JPO use an adaptive management approach to evaluate the
effectiveness of stipulations and regulatory oversight. Ongoing monitoring programs, as identified in
the 12 Comprehensive Monitoring Reports published since 1996, provide BLM and JPO with the
necessary information to evaluate the effectiveness of stipulations in the Grant and Lease.

The reader is referred to Section 4.1.1 (JPO oversight) and specifically to Sections 4.1.1.2 (Adaptive
Nature of the Grant in Compliance Monitoring), 4.1.1.3 (Risk-based Compliance Monitoring), 4.1.1.4
(JPO Comprehensive Monitoring Program), and 4.1.1.8 (Coordinated Planning and Response to
Abnormal Incidents) for more information on the role of adaptive management as a JPO business
practice.

It is correct that the effects of aging have the potential to impact the integrity and reliability of any
mechanical system. However, age alone does not dictate reliability or performance. Myriad factors
can impact system performance. For example, the manner in which mechanical systems are
operated and maintained can greatly influence their long-term integrity, reliability, and performance.

Utilizing its oversight authority, the JPO ensures that APSC’s operating and maintenance procedures
take all potential impacting factors into account and are sufficient and appropriate to maintain TAPS
integrity. The JPO also has the authority to direct APSC to undertake changes, repairs, or upgrades
when that is not the case. Under the reliability centered maintenance (RCM) program, all TAPS
subsystems are being carefully evaluated for the consequences of their failure and will have
maintenance regimens or remanufacture, overhaul, or replacement schedules established that
preclude such failures from occurring, if they would have an adverse impact on public safety or the
environment.

The text box in Section 4.1.1.8 provides a synopsis of the MP 400 bullet hole incident. Details of the
spill and the response are provided. Changes to the pipeline’s spill contingency plan that are being
made as a result of lessons learned are also discussed.

Each of the three spills that occurred on start-up after a maintenance-related shutdown have been
carefully evaluated, and causal factors have been identified. The JPO has required APSC to revise its
shut-down and start-up procedures to prevent reoccurrence. APSC is also required to conduct drills
on its procedures to ensure they are correct and complete. Also, APSC has made modifications to
piping at pump stations to enhance cold restart capabilities. Summaries of the three incidents are
included in CMP Report #11, issued in April 2002. See also Section 4.1.1.4.
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Text has been added to Section 4.7.8.3 of the FEIS providing additional sources of information about
the impact of the Exxon Valdez oil spill (EVOS) on communities, including intangible impacts, such as
psychological stress, and in the fisheries, recreation, and tourism industries in the Prince William
Sound area. In addition, compressed overviews of selected impacts of the EVOS have been added to
Sections 4.7.8.1 and 4.7.8.2.

Although 45 days is understandably a short time to review a document of this size, the time period is
consistent with the Council on Environmental Quality regulations for implementing the National
Environmental Policy Act regarding the review of draft environmental impact statements. Significant
effort was made to advise people of the schedule and duration of the review well in advance (one
year). The DEIS was published on schedule and many substantive comments on the content of the
DEIS, including yours, were received during the 45-day period.

The reader is referred to Section 2.5 of the FEIS, “Alternatives and Issues Considered but Eliminated
from Detailed Analysis.”

The reader is referred to Section 2.5 of the FEIS, “Alternatives and Issues Considered but Eliminated
from Detailed Analysis.”

The BLM and the agencies within JPO acknowledge both that there have been legitimate issues
related to APSC’s employee concerns program (ECP) and that APSC has undertaken considerable
efforts to improve and refine their ECP program.

The BLM and JPO expects to continue to evaluate the effectiveness of APSC’'s ECP through
confidential surveys that will seek input from all TAPS employees (see Section 4.8.4 of the FEIS). Like
the three prior surveys, these efforts can provide broad measures of the confidence that TAPS
workers have in APSC’s ECP and can suggest areas needing improvement.

The JPO also notes that a confidential hotline (1-800-764-5070) currently exists for employees or
members of the public report issues and concerns about TAPS. Recorded messages are checked
daily by BLM-Alaska Special Agent's office. The purpose of the hotline is to identify issues relating to
pipeline integrity, public safety, environmental protection and regulatory compliance for incorporation
into the JPO work program. The BLM also refers employees seeking personal relief (e.g., restoration
of employment or lost compensation) to the U.S. Department of Labor or other appropriate authorities
for further investigation.

Section 4.4.4.7, Human Health and Safety, provides a detailed analysis of the potential effects of oil
spills on human health. The BLM and member agencies of the JPO are committed to the protection of
human health and the environment. The Federal Grant and authorizing legislation (TAPAA) provide
unprecedented authority to BLM in assuring the protection of human health and the environment.
Stipulations (the guiding conduct of operations for the operator of TAPS) within the Federal Grant
contain numerous provisions that are protective of human health and the environment. If new data or
information emerge that point to the need for further studies on the health effects of TAPS operations,
these studies will be initiated by JPO.

The BLM and the member agencies of JPO investigate all significant spills to assess lessons learned
and potential mitigation. There has been no evidence to date that past spill volumes have been
reported inaccurately. If natural resource damage claims occur because of a spill, the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Agency or National Marine Fisheries Service conduct studies to evaluate damage to natural
resources.

The BLM does not have the legal or regulatory authority to impose fines on the operator of TAPS;
however, the DOI Secretary can impose fines up to $1000/barrel under OPA 90.

1045



00114-019:

00114-020:

00114-021:

00114-022:

00114-023:

00114-024:

00114-025:

00114-026:

The BLM and the member agencies of JPO investigate all significant spills to assess lessons learned
and potential mitigation. There has been no evidence to date that past spill volumes have been
reported inaccurately. If natural resource damage claims occur because of a spill, the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Agency or National Marine Fisheries Service conduct studies to evaluate damage to natural
resources.

The BLM and member agencies of the JPO use an adaptive management approach to evaluate the
effectiveness of stipulations and regulatory oversight. Ongoing monitoring programs, as identified in
the 12 Comprehensive Monitoring Reports published since 1996, provide BLM and JPO with the
necessary information to evaluate the effectiveness of stipulations in the Grant and Lease.

The reader is referred to Section 4.1.1 (JPO oversight) and specifically to Sections 4.1.1.2 (Adaptive
Nature of the Grant in Compliance Monitoring), 4.1.1.3 (Risk-based Compliance Monitoring), 4.1.1.4
(JPO Comprehensive Monitoring Program), and 4.1.1.8 (Coordinated Planning and Response to
Abnormal Incidents) for more information on the role of adaptive management as a JPO business
practice.

Section 1.1 in the EIS lists the current owners of the TAPS in a discussion about the application for
renewal of the right-of-way grant.

The reader is referred to Section 2.5 of the FEIS, in which audits are addressed under Alternatives
and Issues Considered but Eliminated from Detailed Analysis.

The reader is referred to Section 2.5 of the FEIS, in which audits are addressed under Alternatives
and Issues Considered but Eliminated from Detailed Analysis.

The BLM and member agencies of the JPO use an adaptive management approach to evaluate the
effectiveness of stipulations and regulatory oversight. Ongoing monitoring programs, as identified in
the 12 Comprehensive Monitoring Reports published since 1996, provide BLM and JPO with the
necessary information to evaluate the effectiveness of stipulations in the Grant and Lease.

The reader is referred to Section 4.1.1 (JPO oversight) and specifically to Sections 4.1.1.2 (Adaptive
Nature of the Grant in Compliance Monitoring), 4.1.1.3 (Risk-based Compliance Monitoring), 4.1.1.4
(JPO Comprehensive Monitoring Program), and 4.1.1.8 (Coordinated Planning and Response to
Abnormal Incidents) for more information on the role of adaptive management as a JPO business
practice.

The reader is directed to the discussion of escrow funds found in Section 2.5.

The reader is referred to Section 2.5 of the FEIS, “Alternatives and Issues Considered but Eliminated
from Detailed Analysis.”
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The operational history of TAPS, maintenance activities, spill response capabilities, and the potential
for spills associated with TAPS were considered in the analysis. Impacts associated with potential
spills are discussed in Sections 4.4 of the FEIS.

The oil spill planning and prevention effort in the JPO is a large-scale, multi-agency endeavor. Each
participating agency (Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation, Environmental Protection
Agency, BLM, and the Alaska Department of Natural Resources) has a particular focus, but these are
all considered collectively in the JPO TAPS oil spill response and planning group. This inter-agency
group generally meets monthly with APSC and maintains a continuous monitoring program on TAPS
oil spill planning and related issues. The group also coordinates with the Office of Pipeline Safety,
which reviews the Pipeline Oil Spill Contingency Plan.

The emphasis of all agencies is on the prevention of spills. This is accomplished through a
combination of: 1) oversight of spill contingency planning (including 64 exercises on TAPS annually)
and, 2) through JPO’s comprehensive TAPS operations oversight, monitor issues which could
contribute to a spill in the future. In the event of a spill, however, JPO has a number of highly-trained
individuals who are fully prepared to respond quickly and effectively.

APSC'’s oil spill response capabilities and plans for TAPS are summarized in Section 4.1.4 of the EIS
and explained in detail in the “TAPS Oil Discharge Prevention and Contingency Plan” (APSC 2001g)
for the pipeline and in the “Valdez Marine Terminal Oil Discharge Prevention and Contingency Plan”
(APSC 2001h) for the VMT. The C-Plans provide for significant resources, including equipment,
trained personnel, and effective organization, to respond if oil does spill from the pipeline or at the
VMT. They are available to the public through various libraries in several major cities in Alaska.

The C-Plans are updated periodically and lessons learned from actual occurrences as well as from
regular exercises conducted along the pipeline and at the VMT are incorporated into the Plans. See
the text box in Section 4.1.1 for a discussion on how lessons learned in response to the vandalism
incident near Livengood in October 2001 have resulted in modifications and improvements to the C-
Plans for spills and releases along the pipeline. In addition, the C-Plans are reviewed periodically by
the BLM, ADEC, DOT, and EPA. As part of this process, APSC and the federal and state agencies
with oversight responsibilities for TAPS make sure that the appropriate emergency response
equipment is made available along the TAPS.
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PROCEEDINGS

[Cordocwva, Alaska - 7/26/2002)

HERRING CFFICER GEARY: All right, I'm
going ta bring this hearing te order.

Gocd evening. My pame iz Dennis deary
and I am the #Hearing Officer assigned to preside at this
kearing. The purpose of this hearing is to receive
public ¢ccmments concerning proposed renewal of the Right
of Way for the Trans-Alaska Fipeline System. We invite
comments on the following Lhree documents related ko that
proposal:

1. The Buresu of Lamd Management Draft
Enviraonmental Impact Statement.

2. The Evaluaticn and Finding regarding subsistence
under Section .810 of che Alaska Wational Interest Lands
Ack which are contained in Appendix E of the Draft
Envircomental Impaci Statement.

3. The sState of Alaaka, Department of Natural
Eegources Commissioner's SiLatement of Reasons and
Froposed Written Determination, Trans-ARlaska Pigeline
Right of Way Lease Renewal ADLG35T4,

It's net bhe purpose of this hearing to
engags in a digcussion or debats or to respond to
guestions abeour the Oraft Envirommental Impack Statement,

gubsistence or the Commissicner's Determination or the

COMPTUTER MATRIX CUCOURT REFCORTERS, LLC
20 ¥ Blresp, Suite 200
bncnorage, AX 95501
Fhone-{907) 2430668/ /Yax-245-1472
c-mail - jpkaygel.pet - sabile@gei.net 2
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Trans- Alaska Pipeline sysztem,

In addition to mys=alf, State and Fedcral
repregentatives from the Joint Pipeline Office are here
£o listen teo your comments. Those tolks are Jerry
Erowpia, authorized officer for the Joint Pipeline
Cffice, Bureau of Land Management.

ME. BROSETA: I'd like Lo welcome
everybody here tonight and we’res happy to hear yaur
comments on the Draft, I'm the authorized officer for
the adminiater the Right of Way assigmnment. &and with me
Conight is Rhea DoBosh, she's with the State of Alaska

M3. DUBOSH: Good evening.  Thank you for
cofing very much. We appreciate you taking your time cut
of your busy schedule. I'd like to introduce Kaye
Latighlin, who is representing the Division of
SCovernmental Cocrdinaticn this evening.

M&., LAUSHLIN: 2nd I thank everyone for
coming .

HEARING OFFICER GEARRY: MNotice of
availability of the Draft Environmental Impact Stabement
on the TAPFS Righk of Way Renewal appearsed in the Federal
Register on July 5th [=ic], 200% in Volume &7, Number 129
at Fage 44832. The State of ARlaska alsc provided notice
of Lhe availability of the Commissioncr's Proposed

Decermination on July 3rd, 2002, Hetificacion about the

CUMFTTEE MATRIX QOURT REFORTERS, LLO
310 ¥ BEresy, Sgite Fod
Aochorage, [ 99501
Fhone- (207) 2421-CEBB/FPax-243-1473
s-rail plfined  ust - sphile#goi.onet 3
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date, time and locaticn for this hearing as well as the
six other hwarings scheduled to receive comments on the
Draft FErnvireonmental Twpack Statement, subsistence and the
Commisesicnmer’s Proposed Detoartination was anmnounced ig
the media, including newspaper, radio and the interner.

In additien, potices about the heavings
were sent to indiwviduals and organizations that have
requested to be kept informed about this project. If vou
wenld like Eo be on bhat list, to receive information
about this project, you can sign up at the registration
table,

Both oral and written comments will be
taken tonighi. In addition, comments ran be aubmicted to
ELM by fax, by wmail, telephons, the internet or hand-
delivered to the Joint Pipeline Office in Anchorage. Too
State will accept additicnal written comments sent by
mail, fax or e-mail. We will accept additional commonta
received or postmarked by August 20th, 2opz, which is
currently rthe cloging date of the pubklic comment period
for the Draft Envirommental Tmpact Statement and the
Commissioner's Proposed Determinaticn, Information for
providing additional comments is on the registration
table at the back of the room. All oral and written
comments received by the end of the public comment period

will be treated equally and will be analyzed and

COMPOTER MATRIXY CQURT REEPORTERS, LLC
310 K Stresl., Suike ago
hnchorage, MK 99301
Fhore- (907] 3435 0865/ Yax-243-1473
e-mail  jpkegol.rel - soahilesgeoi.net 4
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considered in the preparation ot the Final Enwdronmental
Tmpact Statement and the Commissioner's Final
Determination. Tn addition, bobh the Final Environmentai
Impact Statement and the Commissioner's Final
Determinaticn will contain written respenses o the
comments received on the respective draft documents.

In order t¢ ensure a complete and
accurate record of the hearing, it's necessary that only
one person Spgak at a time. It's also regquested thar
everyone remain as gquiet as poesible when the hearing is
in process.

If vou wizsh to speak, youw 1l need to =ign
in please at the registration table firat. Speakers will
be called in the order in which they're registered, In
Ehe event that a speaker is nob present when their name
is ecalled, I°11 simply procecd on to the next name and
T*1l call that persen’s name later om.  In order Eo give
everyone who wishes to speak an opportunity bto do so we
have limited the time for sach speaker to 10 minutes.
This light kox will help you know when your time is
rearly up.  The light will turn green as vou start, it
will turn yellow when you've gob a minute lefb t speak
and it will turn red and there will be an audible sound
wWhen your time iz up.

A court reportoer will record {he oral

COMPOTER MATRIX COURT REPORTERS, LL{O
A1G B Strest, Sudke 200
Archorage,  AK 99501
Phaohe- (507) 243-0668/ Fax-243-1473
c mail - jjpki#goi cet - sahiledoci. et 5
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comments and prepare a verbalim transcript. T£ you have
ar extra written copy of your commeotibs, please provide
that tc the hearing officer @0 that in the event we need
to clarify any of your comments, we can do 5o, In any
Bvent, your remarks will be recorded as yow state them.
If you wish to supplement your orgl comments with
additicnal written material, please provide that material
tonight ko the hearing officer and it will be marked as
an exhibit and made a part of this record of tkis
hearing.

All right, are there any questions
regarding the conduct of tonight's hearing?

When I call your name, please come
forward to che microphone, stare yowr pame, the
organization Lhat you represent, if any, and whether
you're also providing written comments, Alse, for
administrative purposes, please state whekbher you' re
commenting on the Draft Enviroumental Impact Statement,
whetller you're commenting on subsistence or whether
you're commenting on the Commissicner's Propoeed
Determinalion,

I*d also like to just note for the Tecord
that Wancy Bird, vice-mayor, is hero tonight with us amnd
is ag far not gigned up to speak,

All right. if there’s no gquestiona then

COMETTER MATRIX COTRT BEEPORTERE, LLC
310 ¥ Srcreet, Buive 200
Anchuracge, AK 99501
Phote- 139 2431-0068/Fax-243-1473
c-mail - “pkiégoionet - =abaledgci, oot L
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the first name T have and, pardon me, I heope oot ko
slaughter anyone*s nama too badly, Tom ¥uckercz. 00115

MR. FUCKERTZ: Hi. My name is Tom
Kurkertz and I'm on the staff of Lhe Prince William Seund
Regional Citizen's Advisoery Council. and we have come
cver here Lo Cordova to make sone comments. Werll
probably also see you in Valdez.

Bagically we nate that the DEIS iz a hig
document, 1,700 pages, mwany hundreds of literature
citations and that the preferred repswal periocd iz 39
years. &nd we alsc note that this may become the
groatest single source of reference data on TRPS.  So
right or wrong, it may becoms the last word in publicly
avallabple informaticn. 8o weo're concerned about whebber
it's complete and whether it is without errors.  and we
note, for exampls, that, you know, we found two srrors
that we think need to he corrected. ©One im that there's
a siatement aboub the kencfits of the EBxwon Valdez 0i1l
Spill nukweighing the damage causecd Lo tourism and
Fighing., And we believe that this ir inccrrocli. We algo
note that the most important or impactk cited is one of
economics and we believe that iz alsc incorroct.

Bagically the time period for the publie
comment period, we believe i too shorkt. IL' s nearly

inpossible for anyone to review a document of that zize

COMPLUTERE MATREIA COTAT EEFURTERS, LLTC
110 K Street, Sucile 2400
Mouchiprage,  AK 98501
FPhione (907)] 245-066%/Fax-24%-2473
e-mall - jpx#gcoi.net - sahiledoci.nck 7
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with hundreds of literature citations and, you know, we
den't have the supporting documents in maoy cases. A lot
of citizens are out, you know, doing their summertime
acCivilies @0 it jusat really isn’t encugh time. and
RCAC, along with the Trustees for Alaska has reguested an
extension.

We also believe that therr were some
igsues excluded from the scope. For example, the
cwnership issves were excluded, you know, can Lhe owners
have an eftect on environmental impact . We beliewve that
they can, it can be good or had depending on whai.
rescurdes they bring. And also the renewal condicions,
we believe there should bo renewal conditicns requiring
that TAPE ke operated and maincained in accord with the
assumptions underlying the predictions of future impact
that are in the DEIS. You know, for example, the Exxon
Valdez 0il Spill would have had much lea= impact if the
resources suppoded to be available were actually
available to combakb thal apill, S0 we alao would
recgmmend that regulatory enforcement tools be included
in any reissuing of rthe draft to ensure a regulatory
conpl iance,

In addition, we belicwve the NEIS
overlooked the environmental impact of cicizen's

cversight groups. For example, the contingency plans are

COMPOTER MATRIX COORT REPQRTERS, LLC
310 K Screst, Suite 200
Mnchorage . B¥  sE5os
Phone- (90Th 2431-C8GA/ Fax-243-1273
c-mail - Ipkégoi.nct - sahtiledgei,net i
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mich mere datailed, we believe are much bBabter for the
Prince William Sound portion and VMT portion of the TADRS
than it 1= for the pipeline itself. and we believe the
reapon for that is that there is no citizen's gversight.
So the RCAC iz in faver of a citizen's oversight group
far the pipeline,

The quality of raw data. There's a lot
of raw data in there and we don't know if this dabta’s
correct. A lot of it'y kesn provided by Rlyeska and the
cwners, There's a lot of persenal comminications, which
have beectn somewhat hard bte track down, There's
considerable citation and reliance upon the TATS owners,
2001-A, this is the Craft Envircnmental Report provided
by the owners. We beliewve that there's other daba that
should have besn considered. For example, more recent
literature has heen overlooked. Thesze include studies by
the Raticonal Orccansgraphic and Atmespheric Administration
and the Auke Ray Laboratories. Por oxample, with respocl
Eo koxigity. Studies funded by the oil industry seem to
hawve heen favored, e.q., the TAPS owners Environomental
Ropert.  Contradictory studies funded by others seems to
have been overlooked, o.o., dispersants, oil towicity and
perhaps lingering effect of the EZxxon Valdez oil. And
Ehere's a big controversy going on right now between the

Auke Bay Laboratery and scme of the folks funded by the

SOMFUTER MATRTIX CQURT REFORTERS, LLEO
3lo0 £ Streel., Suite 200

Anchorage, AK 285010
Chone-(007) 2431-06868 Fax-241-1473
e-mail - Jpx@gei.net - sabiledgoi.net 3
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indugtry with respect to whether or not there aro ary
lingering eflfects.

TAFS, wou know, changes, in cther words,
Ehe 0il -- there's a design basis for operasicon of TRES.
and Fovirconmental Tmpact Starement presumes thai. this
design basig is how TAPS iz going to operate, It doos
ot seem to aoperate or does nob geem to have considered
if the TADPS is not cperating in accord with its design
bagis, For example, the Balasi Water Treatment Facility
has a gravity separaticn process that is now operating at
50 percent of capacity. It haa been operating with
decreased rcapacity for a number of years now, This was
not considered, I den't even think that the people doing
Ehe EIS knew about ic. But how docs that, you know,
effect envirommenktal impact.

There's also interpretation of dakta to
produce conclusions regarding environmental impackt thar
we do not believe thak the conclusions necessarily fol low
some of the analyeis. For example, there's a conpnection
petwaan raw data and impact concluaions are not clear.
For examplo, DETS reports a current flect of 26 tankers,
three with double-hulls will reduce bo eight to 10
tankers by the year 20/20. Now, this data has some
errcrs in and of itself, for example, there aro 25

tankere and seven of them have double-hulls and by

COMPTTER MATRIX COURT RECORTERS, LLC
21C ¥ Skroet, Suite 200
Anchabage, AW 94n0-
Fhone- {307 243-DE68/Fax-24% 1473
e mail - jpkégei.act - sallledgei,net 1a
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double-hul lg we mean tankers thart do not have OFASO
retirement dates., And it is predicted that there'11 be a
substantial dedurtion in annmual probabilities of
accidents and spills based on the fact that you now have
thiz lower number of tankers. Eut was it cossidered is
the risk really reduccd if a winimal number of tackers io
attempbing to carey one millicn barrels per day and the
owners are regpisting furbher investment in TAPS
anticipating a 2034 shut down. In other words, Lhey make
the cite they don't want Lo put amymore money into TAES
and operate as far as they can go without the investment
required to preserve the ehvirooment.

There's also a gualitative versus
quantitative nature of the impacts. For example, the
Exxon Valdez type incident ie assigned a probabiliby of
oCourring once every Lhousand years or a hundred thousand
yaars. Yet, we know that cte hap occcurred in the last 25
¥ears. Y¥ou know, how is this probability assigned [or
Such & rare event knowing that one has already ocourred.

End thern there is the rguivalence of
regulatory complisnce and lack ot environmenlal impact.
knd for example, compliance with environmental
regulations is ocited as evidence of minimal impact.

Well, the fact that you're in compliance with regulations

does not mean that there is no impact. These are

COMPUTER MATARIX COUORT REPOBRTERZ, LLC
310 K Zlrest, suite 200
bncnorage,  RE O 49501
Fhone-(907] 233-0p65/Fax-243-1473
g-mai’ - dpkeyel.net - sahilsigel ooed, 1l
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entirely separale igsues, And impact assessment needs
additional metrics, especially when industry has assisted
in the development of the regulations. And cypically
industry assists in exceptions 1o the regulations rather
Lhan develocpmant, And examples of these uight be Lhe
NPDEZ2 permit for the Balast Water Treatment Facility.
Thw: Title ¥V air gquality permit and the requlations for
crganic liguid distributbiens. For example, in that
particular regulaticn, the Valdez Marine Termlinal is
exenpt from any emissicons they might omit either from
wastowater or fropm the Balast Water Treatment Facilibey or
arude oil itself is cxempt.

And then finally therc is transparency of
TAPS operational processes, We canncot see how these
profedses work becauss we need the data ko be provided
by, wou know, the industry itself and even JPO lhias
Lrouble getting the data it needs to know how that
pipeline is operating.

With that, I thank you for accommedating
CUur remarks.

HERRINGG QOFFICER GERRY: Thank you, Goabt
Metzger. 00114

ME. METZGER: My name’s Scott Mebzger. I

live in Cardova. T71l1 just read these commenrcs I

prepared lask night aboul the Draft Environmental Impact Statemeny .

COMPUTEE MATREIK SOURT EEFCRTERS, LLLC
210 K Bhrosst, Saite 200
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It is my understacding that the Trans-
Blaska Pipeline System has cutlived its 20 year life
expectancy. It is obvious thal Lhe pipeline i3 aging and
not very gracefully judging by the number of operatbional
problems and shutdowns and small spills that the pipeline
has had over the last couple of years. If ig reagonable
then to assume that if the pipeline iz not already
shawing sericus signs of wear and tear, it will in the
very nedr futura. It la absoelutely critical chat the
proper safequards be put in place now Eo ensure the zafe
cperation of the pipeline shoeuwld the Right of Way lease
bc renswed.

The Rlaska Furum for Envircnmental
Regspandibility in its report, The Emperor's New Hogo,
details some of the gsericus operational and maintenance
problems facing Alyeska and the pipeline cver the last
couple of yeare. In kthis= report chey make six
recommendations about how to change and improve pipeline
operations and they insist that these changes be
implemented prior to the grant and lease renswal ot the
Right of way lease for bhe Trans-Alaska Pipeline system,
There six r2commendations include:

1. There needs to be a citizen's
cversight council establisned ko oversee the operations

cf Lthe pipeline. We have the Prince wWilllam Sownd

CUMPUTERE MATETIH COTET REEROBRTERE, LLO
Alg K Btreet, Suite 200
Aachorage, AE 99501
Phone- (307)] 2453-D0EE Fax-2d431-1473%
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Roegional Qitizen's Adviscry Council to oversee tanker
cperations at the port of WValdes in Prince William Sound
atd we wank a citizen's advisory council for the entire
length of the pipeline as a coendition te the renewal of
Lhe Right of Way lease.

2. The Trang-klasxa Pipeline oystem
cwners should be reguired to place the dismantling,
removal and reatoration funds direckbly into an escrow
aceount so that they no longer continue to profic off of
theze funds and a portion af these funds should be used
ko fund the citigen’s advisory council.

3. The grant and lease renewal should
be made coenditional upon satisfactory complcbtion of an
independent audit and technical review every filve vears
for the duraticn of the life of the pipeline.

4, The ownership of the pipeline should
be transferred to a single cwner wilth no connections bo
HNorih Blope crude cil production.

5. & wiable emploves concsrns program
must be establisghed and implemented within Alyeska prior
to the grant and lease rencwal.

. The Federal and State lesase
gtipulations should be roviewsd and updaked to reflect
the curvent sclentific and technological advances and

understandings that hawve heen madse during the last three

OOMEUTERE MATRLX COURT EEFCRTERS, LLC
A0 K BEreet, Suite 200
mnrchoracs,  AK 39601
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dacades.

These are the recommendations made by the
Alagka Forum for Environmontal Responsibility and I
Support them 1240 percent also wiah them to be implemenkted
before the grant and lease renewal iz approved,

Cordova’s a fishing communiry whose life
blocd is the Copper River. The fishermen and women here
rely on the healthy and intact spawning hakital, that is
found ir the Upper Coppoer River watershed and ics
triburaries co assure continued returns of fish. The
Trans-Rlaska Pipeline system dissects the entire Copper
River watershed and crosses over or under 76 anadramous
streams. If Lhe spawning habitat iz compromised in a
serious way such as with an oil #pill and to the Coppar
River or one of its tributaries the ercoomic and
anvivenmental consequences could be devastating for
Cordova ang all of the sther communities in the Copper
River wacershed., It‘s absaclutely critical that the
pipeline be held to Lhe highest possible operational
standards and thabt the employees who operate it feel
confident that ic is running smoothly and if it is not,
they are not afraid to speak up to their bosses, It
would be igpossible to clean up in a timely manner an oil
#pill tkat dumped cil directly into the ¥lutina River,

for example, 2o hence the reascn for the five YERY

COMPOTER MATRIX COURT REFORTERS, LILC
113 K Btreek, SZuite 00
Abchsrage, A¥X 9960
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independent audits ta agsure thal the pipeline is
operating mechanically as well as is poszible to Frovent
any accidents,

Ag far as ar gil spill contingency plan
for the overland porticns of the Trans-Alaska Pipeline
system, particularly the Copper River watershed., they are
sorely inadequate or lacking. I there wora an
earthquake that ruptured the pipeling, there is no way
that Alyeska, the State or the Feds could mabilize clean
up eperaticns in a timely epough manner that would make a
difference. Once it has happened it's too late.

Having the pipeline runming through the
Copper River watershed is like having a gauntlet owver our
heads Jusc walting to drop,

Twe final points, I believe there needs
to be permanent air quality monitoring in Valdez. Rwery
time I go there, especially in the winter, you can sce
the blur amoke lingering in the air from the oil tankers.
This should be implemented as a conditicn to the leases
renewal as well.,

And finally, I would like the public
comment peripd for the Trans-alaska Pipeline system grant
and leame rencwal to be extended and public scoping
meetings need o be held in more communities in Alaska

and nationally,

CUMPUTEF. MATRIX CODRT REFORTERS, LLC
110 K Slresk, Sulece 200
Ancnorage,  BH maLol
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Thank you very much for considering my
Comments

HEARING OFFICER GEARY: Thank you,

Walter Parker, DETS, 15 Walter herew 00117

ME. PAREER: Yes. T thought T wag
further down on the list. My name ic Walter Parker. I'm
4 board member of the Forum for Environmentel
Respomsibility.

My tesbimony here tonight is hased on my
personal history with TAPE going back te 1968 when oil
wiz discovered at Frudheos and when T first got invaolved
in environmental assessment, design, review and
stipulation and I moved forward From that until EBill
Egam, Lhen governor, asked me to serve as his
environmental consultant on TAPS and I alse became
direceor of the technical staff for the State Fipeline
Cocrdinateor's O0ffice and went through that. Alsec
commissioner of highways to keep track of what went on in
the construction of the Dalton Highway. I was chair of
the 0il Tanker Task Foree, And in 1989 I becamc chair of
the Alaska 0il 2pill Commission that investigated the
wrack of the Exxon valdez and in 19291, chair of the
Alaska Hazardous Substance sSpill Technology Review
Council.

Compared Lo bhe procods we undertnook

SOMPTTEE MATRIX SQUURT EEFORTERS ., LLC
3lo K Strest, Suite 200
Ancnorage, A SL501
Fhone- [807) 243 -086B/Fax-241-1473
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Prior to the construction of TRPS, the present roview
appears minimal, both in its scope and the Lime devoted
to it. A renewal ia being requested for an additicpal 30
years for a pipeline that has been operalion for 2h.
Without doubt, the reliakility centered analysis, 23 on
Ehe Valdez tearminal and 25 on the pipeline have an
enornoug amount of information contained in them.
Aowever, in the ctime pericd involwed il i wvery diffirutt
for rthe interested puklic to obiain sven a smidgeon of
that information without highlighting the problem areas
section by gecticn. For myself, T am primarily eoncerned
with corrosion, wvertical asupport memberz and valves. The
scatus of these at river crossings is chviously of
particular concerm.

My memories are of pimilar large piles of
Faper similar to the present Draft EIS and ACCOMpPay 1y
documents and endiess file cabinets with which those of
us with oversight respeongibilities faced at the beginming
of conptruction. Our inicial activities were
concentrated on the haul read where massive discrepancies
in permatrost location that were not recognized in the
computer designed highway occupied us throughout the
summer. 1'm now on 4 permafrost task ferce for the ULs.
Arcric Repearch Commigsion and also chair of the

Circumpclar Infrastructure Task Force for the Aretic

EUMFUTER MLTRIE COURT EEPORTERS . LLC
31D ¥ Bhkrect, Sulte 200
bnconorage, RE mo9ungl
Fhone-(907) 243 .0668/Fax-341-1373
s-rail - jokEdgd ek gahiledgoi . per 118
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Council. T am briefed an the continued dewvelopment of
the Arctic Climate Impact Rasessment several times a Year
and believe me, it 1s true that things have heen changing
very rapidly in the areas affected by permafroat in the
paslk bwo decades. An can best be determined now the
process is apcelerating with some rapidiry, I know that
Lhe owner companiesz af TAPS are coanducting examinations
of this but this information is not available as vet for
raview by U.8. or international permafrost experts. Tha
JPO has identified a good many of the problems with the
above ground sectiong but I believe the scope of the
problem is under estimated at present. At the begianing
of TARE construction a great deal of emphasis was plarced
on the guality assurance, quality control program
spacified in Section 9 of the Federal grant and Sectien
16 of the State leaso. Now, ROM reliability centered
maintenance is brought out as a means by which we can ke
assured that the pipeline will be maintained safely for
30 years., QASQC did not provide the assurance needed on
the pipelige and certainly did not foreszees the First
majer problem such as the faulty welding procedures which
were discovered by the Etate office in the spring of 1575
after checking those segments that were being welded in
the pipe storage yard, The procedures had been adjusted

20 that the newsst memoers of the Tulsa uniom that

COMPOTEE MATRTY COURT EEPCRTERI, LIS
310 K Slvewk, Suice 200
hnchorage, AE 9%50L
Phone- {9C7| 243-06a8/Fax-243-1472
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conbrolled pipeline wolding in the country could do the
down welds. QASQC came in to defend them Lhui could
withatand the questioning of cur consultant wno was a
cajun, nol. wery literate but whoe had tremendous
experience in welding on offshore platforms, among olher
things,

RCM is just ancther phrase until the
gquality of the oversight and of the Alyeska maintenance
force iz examined and the budgets which will support
those efforts are known. We have already heard from the
head of BP about the future of maintenance budgets,
nothing was aaid by government policymakers or regulators
in response. The development of the stipulariona
invelving geismic risk at timesz in design development had
40 pecple, the hest in the world in the roowm when they
waree tinalized. Due to the massive USGS efforts of the
Past 20 years, the science of seismolegy has advanced
dramatically. I find nebhing in JPO or Alyeska documents
thart indicates that a complete new look has heen taken on
the zeismic problems of Lhe pipeline.

Gebting back teo the river orossings,
where one expects the aksolute bthe top of the state of
the beost practice and best technology bu he employed. I
will provide jyou with a4 little history of my role at the

State opffice, I had to sign off on the hridges later. &=

COMEOTER MATRIY COURT REFURTERY, LLC
.0 K Streel, Ruile 200
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Highway Commissioner, T eonbinus bto have the Yukon River
Bridge as a responsibilicy. During hridge construction
1 was advised that a massive fracture had been found in
the hedrock under obe of che piers. I climbed down in
the caisson to look at it and after ictensive
consulkation, reluctantly gawve the go ahead to inject
epoxy in the fracture, The same eyskem had been approved
at the terminal to hold together the rocks under the tank
farm. I have faith in epoxy when relatively new. Where
is the researeh that supports continued reliance upon ik
27 wears afrer it was injected at the terminal and the
Tukon River Eridge.

We made a reasonably good £ry at using
the top of the state of the art and engineering and
srience when we construacted TAPS., TUnlesg T hear a good
deal more than is contained in present documents abouk
upggrading the stipulations to recognize the advanceos over
the past 30 years in the ¢rilical arcas that I have
addreczsed, I will continuwe to have grave apprehensions
about the abkility of ROM oo any maintenance regime to
mltigate risks unless very firmly regulated aod very well
financed. As chairman of Lhe Alaska 0il Spill
Comnmlszion, I submicted a 1,300 page report to Lhe State
of Alaska and the United States on tne collapze of

Blyeaka management oversight and the collapse of the

CoxFUTEE. HATRIN CCOORT REPCHATERS, LLC
110 K Strest, Suite 200
Anchorage, AR 98531
Phone-(907) R41-0068,/Fax-Z13-1473
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Scate and Federal regulatory regimes. Oorngress adopoed
50 of our 52 recommondatione in CPAS0., The present
Situatigon iz cerkainly not as bad as 1L waz in the 1240s=
but still needs a l¢t of improvement, which iz addrassed
in Richard Fineberg's report, the Empercr’s Hew Hose and
in his previous reports. I am seriously afraid rthat if
bqe renewal is allowed to #lip througn without the kind
of review regquested in cur reports thar it will Lee baken
as a pignal, by both Indestry a=d regulators that this is
indeed the best of all possible worlds and what can go
Wrorf, This is the kind of thinking that led to BExxaon
Waldez, toc the Challenger incident and to Threc-Mile
Izland, all of which we examined ak the il Spill
Comnission.

RCK is teo thin a reed upon which to
place one‘s faith for the next 30 years without a firm
and uncompromizing section by section analysis of the
presant proplems by an independent audit. I will nob
repeat the recommendalicns of the Alaska Forum here hut
since I had a hand in developing them I strongly =suppart
2ach and every one, mogt importantly the request for the
independent audit zimilar to what was dong on Bxxon
Valdez and the neced for a cibizen's oversight council.

Thank you.

A0 K Streek, Suite 260
Aonchorage, AN 99501
Moonc - (207%) 243-DEEHFax-243-1473
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HEARTMNG GFFICER GBARY: Thank you, sir.
Stan. 00118

MR, STZBHEN3: My name is Scan Stephens
angd I'm from Valdez, alaska. T represent AFER. And I
really kind of will barely touch on 2ll threes of the
igsues. All that's ¢ome hefore you tonight, I cotally
agres Wwith and mostly with Walt.

1 have to ask the guesticn, you know,
1rwe been involved for 13 years in brying to do citizen
oversight of the marine terminal and I've also been very
concerned abouk the pipeline end. wWhat I can't
underztand is why, when we have a study that has taken
almost five years to complete or been that long by
ditferent parties, not by Argonne, but by different
parties before Argonne, what is the hurry? Why are we in
guch a rush te net lalk the citizens have more than 4k
daya? It's totally ridiculous and icrs an insult to the
citizens of Alaska. And T can't emphasize that enough.
I just can't believe that we're in that kind of ruah,
that we can‘t give the citizena of chis state more time.

dne of my major concorns and, Walt
touched on it but I want to touch on it again, is chis
eartl is warming up and Alaska 1g warmipng faster than amy
other arca. All you have teo do is go to Fairbanks and

lock at the houses thab are sinking in permafrost, look

COMPOTER MATRILY CUURT REFORTERS, LLC
310 K Rurewl, Saite= 2040
Anchorags, HE 32501
Plicere- (807 243 06608/bax-244-1473
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at the telephone poles that are ieaning one way or che
other hecause the soil is giving away. We have problems
with eccsupport members, also are chowing signz of
prollems.  We also know that the heat units that are to
cozl the z2oil are nob all working as properly as theay
ghould be, They're functioning but not at 100 percent so
¥ou prebhably don't have the strength in the ground bhabt
you shoild have as far as Ehe cooling goes. And the
valves, many of them show signs of leaking and yel, k'
becn 43 years, 40 yedrs since we'wve had a major
earthguake. Cordova remembers what that earthguake was
like and so does Valdez. If Lhe pipeline is going to
withstand another sarthquake and they re suggesrting that
it's getting closer, if it's going to stand it we have to
have that pipeline in good conditien. 2nd T khow thal
JEQ has a pretty good handle on what‘s wrong with the
pipeline and what has to be fixed but toe say that Alveska
has a plan, hasz a maintepance plan, I'wve been watcning
Alyeska =ince the '70s, let me tell you Lhey might have a
plan but cheir budget is always cut, they're always
reacdtive hecause there's always somcthlng else coming up,
the citizens can't depend on that. We have to have
prolechion.

Jusht takes the Klutina Hiver., Leb's juste

take the Rlutina Hiver as an example of an issue. There

COMPUTER HATEIX COURT REFURTERS, LLC
310 % Breesl, Suike 200
Anchorage, MAX 95501
Pliya- (807) 243-0669/Fax-24%-1474
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is no way on any of threase rivers that flow inte che
Copper, 76 Lributaries, streams or rivers Lhal you can
clean up an <il =pill, that you can even get close to it,
I suggesl that you just take a boax of apples, dump them
in the Klutina River, giwve them five minures and I°:1 bhek
You ¢can’t get an apple.  And it's golng Se bake you over
an hour or more, much more than that, prokably to geb to
an il spill that's going to ogcur, This is an area that
iz wery fluiditity, it has many problems with =oil,
there's jupt no way that we should be zaying to blyeska,
we're glad you guys know aboubt this problem and I hope
gome day vou're going to be akle ko fix it down the road
and we, as JFO are going ko keep an eye on you to make
sure you do,.  That's not going to gebt ik, We need to
have a toral audit, starting at the North Slope baercause
the North Slope is part of thia whole system. bAnd if any
of you read the paper or keep up with 1t, the North Slcpe
i@ & real mess right now and we don't want the pipeline
to get aa bad as it is. But we reed a full audit of the
Horih Slope, the pipeline and the terminal. And then we
need to add a couplie of things with the sarine end hare
at Ainchinkrook Entrance and by to wmake that safer.

S0 I standby AFER's reconmendations. I
am prescident of AFER now and, I won't repeat those. Butb

one thet's not in there ia the audit and we think we have

COMETTER MATRIN CQURT REFURTERS, LLC
110 K Streeb, Suile 20§
anchorage, MY 9860
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to hawve that audit and I also think we have to have a
ritizen's group. And I'm not trying to say anything had
about JrC because I know a lot of the fellows that work
there and I have great respect for them but they are naot
frea from politics or lebbying ar pressure. They get it
all the time, they have to live with it. A ocicizen's
group can be free of that and all a cicizen's group does
iz adwisc, that's all cthey do is advise. and we need tao
have people that have a stake in that pipsline to be able
to advise JPO and Alyeska and other regulators whab needs
te take place and what they see is the proklem.

And I'1ll just leawe it at that, thank

You.
HEARRING COFFICER GEARY: Thank you, Stan,
Kenneth ZAdame. 0011y
MRE. ADAMS: Good evening. My name ig
Fenneth hdams. 1'm a resident of Cordova and fisherman
here.

I'd like ko ppeak frankly., L don't have
the technical expertise that a numbor of the people
giving testimony tonight do have. I do have some
experience which T think is walid, thouwgh, and I'd like
Lo speak aleng those lines, And speaking franxly, I
would 1like to say I'wve never been Lo a meeting where

there is such an appearance of a railroading job as there

COMPTITER MATRIX COURT REPORTERS ., LT2
Al0 ¥ Skreck, Luike 2040
Micharange, BE  9&u0l
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appears tonight. And I'm talking about the nelification
process, for one. I'm talkipng akout begin notified of
the occurretee GE this meeting in yesterday’ s newspaper
in the Cordova Times. S0 bthe meeting follows a day later
and we're expected to comment knowledgeably upon a 1, 700
page document, this ig ludicrous. This is ubterly
absurd,

Secondly, I think the scheduling of the
mesting In general cccurs in one af the most active times
in this community. This is a fishing community. &t this
moment there are twe fisheries open, well, mavbe they
juat closed. But che prospect of fishermen participating
in this meeting has been pretty much precloded by the
scheduling of fishing uvpensre. And I'm heartened to see
the number of people from the cowmunity that are present
with us tonight and I think that if the meeting was
srheduled at a time when the flest could participate and
I think probably even a better time for a meeting like
this to be held iz after figshing season, in the fall, not
here right in the midst of the fishing scason. Tf the
tneeting wais scheduled later in the fall you'd hawve
greater participaticen Erom this community.

1'd like Lo say with respect to the
fishericd, we sre in a slump. Woe've been in a slump for

a number of years and the cne bright srtar thar we have in

210 X Street, Zuite 200
chorags,  AY %9501
Phone- 1507) 2431-c68d/Fax-243-1473
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our local fisheries is with respoct Lo the Copper River
gillnet fishery and wc are aware that approximately 20
percent of the length of this pipeline traverses --
salmon streams, which are tributaries te the Copper River
and we are very sensitive to Lhe prospect of a pipeline
hreakage and the pollubion of those streams and the
consequence fouling of the Copper River watershed. So owa
take a great deal of interest, even on short nobice of
the prospact of the appearance of kowtowing to business
angd perhaps trying to accommodate industey concerns,

Ind Mr. Zterhens made the remark about
Ehe speed of this provess and I raise the guestion alse
to you, why =g darn fast in this process? Give us cime.
&nd T think if you dun't take the time then I think
you're going to be facing a lawsuit, quite frankly,
because we won't put up with this crap. We'we been
through the EVOE event, we know the destruction of an
event like that and the complacency of oversight upon
inAuatry, what can result from that, the EVOS 18 a reasult
from that. And if there is not a true and reliable
asgessment of the scatus of this pipeline, again, by an
independent audit, of which I am very supportive cof, then
I think we're leaving curszelves open to anobther repeat of
a failure af a3 system which is going to negatively impact

the envircoment that we depend cn for our livelihoods.

COMPIUTER MATRLX COUDRT REPCRTERA, LEX
210 K Streck, Sulte 2o
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S¢ I wanl to make that very clear, that the speed thar
this is apparently going through iz unacceptahle., Slow
the process down and 1et's give us a chance to talk about
it and bring our hard concerns right to the floor,

Thank you. 00120

HEARING COFVICER QEARY: Thank you, sir.
Bruge Cain speaking on the Draft Environmental Tmpact
Statement .

MR CAIN: 1llelle. My name is Bruce Cain.
I'm the executive director for the MNative Village of
Eyak, Federally-recognized tribe. I'm speaking on behalf
2f myself as a private citizen tonight. The first thing
I just noticed is that thers's pecple in the back that
don't have zeats and I hope we can make Toom for
everybody.

The first thing I'd like to say is
starting the mecting ab 7:00 in the evoning, a mesting of
thisg importance is inconvenlent at best and oo 1
encourage everyiody to tough it out, if we’re here until
6:00 in the morning or &:00 o’clock btomorrow night, wa're
gning to stay herc and we're going to do it. T we're
here until next week. [ think a meebing here for public
testimony in Cordova should be at least Lwe davs long.
And Lo recho the comments that were just made during the

fishing prerieds, a lot of pecple can't make it and Eor

MPUTER MATRIX OOTRT RERSRTEBEE, LLC
310 K Btreet, Boiie 200
hnvheorage, ABE 59501
Phone- (807) 2453-DEeR/Fax 243 1473
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that reascn it should be aver a couple of days and also
just the amount of time that it's going to take. [ thimk
if you take the people here in this room right now and
multiply it times the amount of time you‘re allowing for
testimony we're going to be here for a long Lime but
wWe're going to stay here until it's done. I sncourans
everybody Lo stay.

I have a couple of comments that I*11
read to you. In che scoping comments thab were provided,
thers was & comment made that Exxon and any Futura
rezponsible parties must be required to pay damagez prior
to the renswal and mechanisms for requiring prompt
payment of claims must ke included in the ronewal
mitigation for the damages incurred by the Exxon valdez
il Bpill. In the environmental impact statement, it
gays this request is dismissed as not reasonably related
to the renswal of the Drafb EIS and this i3 not
acceptable. This is appalling. And it wviclates the
Trans-Alaska Pipeline Act, among ocher laws and
regulacions. This isn‘t going to Ely.  ¥ou botler Fay it
or no more oil.

Ourer 840 percent of the Cordova residents
were documented in an ADF&G survey as having participated
in subsistence fishing ir 1997, vet the Drafl EIS states

that no subsistence harvest areas exist in Prince William

LOMPITTER MATELX COUET REPSRTERS, LILdD
J10 K Street, Suakte 00
Archorage, 2 S8E0L
Phone-(507) 243-06608/Pax-243%-1473
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Sound except in Tatitlek and Chenega,. This makes no
sense logically. It simply is not true. 2nd it raises
the question, this is so incorrect ag to can an error of
thiz pature be inadvertent and it raises a red flag as tao
what other errors of this nature are in this large
decument

Exzen funded research is the basis for
decisions on impacts of oil spills along with TAPS
technical reports, Thore are several instances where oo
ather -- it's cited Lhat there iz no other research
available, yel we went onto the FEVOS wepsite and in less
than five minutes downloaded a report of a list of
citatienzs aver 50 pages long of research funded by EVOS
which is not necessarily independent research in and of
itself bub it's certainly more independent than regearch
funded directly by Exxon. and there are numbers of other
studies and research that they can be using in thisg
report.  Rgain, this type eof ecrror is sc gross that you
hawe to ask the gquestion, can this possibly be
inadvertent or there wasn't enough btime bto get it all
Ao .

There's a complele lack of understanding
of subsistence. It's incorreccly analyzed in eonjunction
with economica. The sociocultural system section lacks

recognition of Federxal ly-recognized Lribes and relies

COMPUTRE _MATRIX COURT REPORTERS, LLO
312 ¥ Streetc, Sulte 200
Mchorage, AR 93501
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inappropriately cn the Handbogk of North American Indians
rather than the Lribes themselwves for information about
their history and culture. <Completely and wholly
inaccurate infermation abeout the Native Village of Evak
and trikal membkers, to state that berausze zo few BEvak
remain a disrussion of the Eyvak culture in the 21st
Cenkbury isn't possible and raises serious guestions about
environmenbal justice and othar i=zsues,

The Department of Energy fumds Argonne
Haticnal Labcerabtory who is responsikble for the drafr and
thay prepared the Lraft ETE, I feel this is a conflict
of interest for DOE to be preparing a Draft EIS.

hnd I'11 throw my two conts in with the
others that a 45 day extension of the comment period is
appropriate, there’'s uot enough time allawed wich 45
days, it should be 90.

The obher two issues that T'11 bring up
is the all river crossings, especially river crossings in
the Copper Riwver watershed must have wvalwes on poth sides
of the rivers and you should also loock at hawing in place
boom that can be deployed by overhoad cable systems.
¥ou're not going to pull a boom across a river with a
baat and it's nobt going to be necessarily at the pipeline
crogsinga.  You're goilng to need to have a place where

you ran deflect the oil into zand bars. Fone of thias

CUMPFUTER MATRIN COURT ERFORTERS, LLC
410 K. Streeb, Saite 262
hncnorage, RE 89501
Fhone-{967) 243-0668/Pax-243-1471
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kind of thinking is in there and we need to, again, with
the pespls thab are reguesting the audit, I agres with
that and that's the kind of thing that needs to be looked
at.  We need to ke ready for things thak we know are
goling to happen. 00121

That*s all Lhe comments I have.

HEARING: CFFICER GEARY: Thank wou, sir.
Bob Henrich.

ME, HENRITH: I'm Beb Henrich., I'm
president of the MNative Village of Eyak., We're the
largest tribe in Prince William Sound. I°ve been a
resident here for the past 5% years.

The way they've operated this pilpeline up
to date pan't go on,.  Things have to change. The comment
period of 45 dayd ias too short. The thought that the
Right of Way ends in Valdez, that'e not right, the Right
of way showld actually go all the way out bhrough Prince
William Scund out to the 200 mile limitc. A& lot of cur
pecple were heavily affected by the Exxon Valder 011
Spi¥l. There needs to be a mechanism in the next Right
of Way agreement that would address damages from aoil
zpills and have some sort of arbitration or cometiing
that could get the damages and have them paid inm a timely
fashion so these oil companies can't deatroy people’ s

lives and then hide behind lawyers, that‘s not right.

COMEDTEE MATRIX QOURT REFORTERS, LLC
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An allerpative that should be considered
if you canngt address, adegquately address the concerns of
Lhe people who live along the pipeline and in Prince
William Seund is to skut down the pipeline and get the
oil gut some cother way because I don'b want this to g9o on
like ik has been.

We need A& new citifen's oversignt
cormittes that extends over the entire length of the
Fipeline. not just Prince William Suvund and we alsc need
a4 eversight group of tribes, recognized tribes who have a
government Lo government relationship with the United
States, their agencies and the state of Alaska at a
higher level than ones -- that the oversight that
currently exists,

Ang that's akout all T got right now.

HEAZRING (FFICER QEARY: Thank you, sir,
Richard Fineberg, 00122

MR. FINERERGZ: Thank you. I am Richard
Finekeryg, Conpultant for alaska Forum for Environmental
Respongilility. I wark bo speak about both the RIS and
the State Propoged Derermination.

The Alaska Forum has charted cul its
intereat in pipeline =afety, Lhe operations, the
maintenance and the management =f the pipeline and simply

biting <«ff what we can chew, we feel this has direct

COMPOTER MATRIY COUTRT FEFORTERS, LLO
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bering on gubsistence out we have not, with very limired
resources, scenh [it te go there so my comments therefore
arg oriented to these two areas. My comments will go
bPeyond the 10 minuwtes so I will simply read until che
light stops.

It is appropriale that we becin these
meetings in Cordova, I recall that in April of 1977,
shortly before the pipeline entered service there was a
three day public meeting here at the Cordova Figheries
Inztitute ab tanker issues. At thab maeting, concerned
vitizene tried te convinee seemingly deaf public
officiala and their equally deaf consulting minione to
head concerns about the conpeguences that flow directly
from the industry’s understandable preccocupation with the
bottom line. The focus of the hearing at the tioe was
the tanker leg and the double-hull requirements and che
bureaucratic back-stepping on double-hulls.  Thisz ia
19277,

The industry at the time attemprted to
assure the public that single hulls were safer and that-
unproven double hulla might be more dangercus than gingle
hulls. HNow, we're told nol to worry about the marine leg
Pecause the double-bulls will be in place and are safsr.
S 88 the meetings progressed and the long sifences as

gquestion afber guestion went unanswered, the wind howled,

COMPUTER MATREIY COURT REFURTERS, LLC

Jlo ¥k "treet, Swile 200
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it was Cordova ard the ain rattled on thoe windows,
Twelve years later I was Sitring i Valdez in a
windowless room at an emergency meeting al midnight. The
consequences of that failed proceas 12 vears earlier
became very clear as T watched four Cordeva citizens,
whom I did not know., but they hecame my friends latler,
approximately 72 hours earlicr the Exxon Valdez had
grounded. Ak midnight, with the cleanup offorts stalled,
these Cordovans had come to Valdez ko jein the Exwxcon
executives and the haploss bureaucracy, which I waa a
member at the time, I should say, that*'s how I got to be
in that particular room, to urge immediate action and to
offer their support and their boats to vontrol the dark
stench of the oil drifting towsrds the shores of Lhe
warine homeland. That oil, as you know, was unleashed by
& single hall tanker, improperly manned under the profit-
driven practices of the came oil companies who now seck
renewal of the [APS grant and lease. Worse yeb, after
years of ignoring reports from Lhe £4ield that alyeska and
the TAPS ocwhers werc Cutting corners on Skale and Federal
requirements, the public officials were caught flat-
focted when the responsible parties were nol able to
respond competently.  IE was an awful time. 1 den' e have
ts tall many of you im the room. In the aftermath of

that experience, many of Uz joined the Cordowvans and

COMPUTEE MATRIN COURT EEFORTERS, LLC
A1 ¥ Slreer, Sultc 200
anchorage, [X  S9R0]
Phone- {9071 243 0E68/Fax-243-1473
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became qood friends.

MNow, another 12 yeara later in October
2001, again, a group of well-intenticned oibizens
gathered, this time in a windowless room in Fairbapks
near the end of a series of scoping mestings supposedly
tzallaed so that the preparers of the Federal DRIZ and
their State counterparis could liscen to concerns about
TAPZ. Bwents in the weeks before that evaening last
Dotoirer wade painfully clear the applicability to TRPS of
the lessons from Prinee William Scund. Since you
obviously didn’t hear me then pleasc bear with me for a
moment tonight while I tell you again.

Threc weeks before the meeting in
gquestion, on Beptember 20, 2001, I stated to the
conveners of the grant and lease renewal scoping mestings
that, quote, many of the sericus operational problems
discusged in earlier AFER reports on TRPS are assorciated
with pipeline restarts. On September 20th, when I made
that statement wo were in a brightly windowed reom at bhe
top of che hotel offering a panoramic vicw.
Coincidentally on that day, if I could s=en across the
mountaing I night have known that in Fairbanks the
Llyeska senior vice president was proclaiming that TAPS
weuld shut down for a scheduled maintenance two days

later. That cperaticn, he wrobte in a guest editorial in

CRMPTTER MATEIN COIRT REFDETERS, LLO
310 & Btreet, Buikc 200
Anchorage, AX 92501
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the Fairbanks Daily News Miner, was part of a, quobe,
well-structured and carefully thought cub maintenance
plan, ungquete. He ¢oncluded chat the shutdown and
restart, guoke, will go all bul unncticed by almost
everyone and thal's just the way we like ib, unguote.
Fart of the statement waz Lrue, nobody noticed. But the
Rlyeska workers hustled to restart the line twe dasys
later, again, the boattom line, mistakes werce made at
Ehree separata remote pump stations resulbing in three
separate il spills. That marked the seventh year in a
row of restart prablems, The sixth year was oo the cover
of mwy report., which somce of you have probably seen. I'm
obviously not going to have time to go Lhrough this.

JPD claims there is ne restart problem,
epecifically JPO in its comprehensive wonitoring report
in 2001 and this was their big repeort, it's hard {or
others thal den’t monitor the pipeline bo know, but chis
was Lheir main reporlk of the wvear to stakebelders and it
said, that Alyeska is found to be conduckting planned
pipeline and restarts in a safe manmer. You can find in
the =amc repoart direct evidencoc Lo bhe contrary because
yem can £ind the same photograph from the cover of my
report showing the pipeline blown off its supports by,
what I'll hawve to summarize as a betched peatart,. The

detailg are in the reporl.

COMPTTEHR MATRIX COURT EEFORTERS, LILC
310 F Slrest, Sgite 200
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Both the Commissioner's Broposed
Determination and the DEIS rely heavily on the JPC
reports. I submit that they are fatally flawed.

Qlearly I stand by the recommendaticns of
che report I wrobe, I commend to vou iE's in the
library. T would say that I hope Lhe people will respond
be derail this traimn.

T believe that maty of khe points bhat
have been made prior Lo my speaking tonight hawve becn
made far berter than I could have and I am prouwd o
folloew the people who have spoken thus far,

Once, again, Jordova has done a
remarkakle job and I am both very moved and very proud to
ke here. Thank wou, Cordova.

HEARIMG OFFICER GEARY: Thank you, Mr.
Fineberg. Weuld you like to submit your wribtten comments
for the recordy

ME. FINEBERG: I cartainly would, thank
e,

HEARING OFFICER GEARY: Thank you, I'm
going to mark those as pumber 1.

{Hearing Exhikit 1 marked)

HEARLNG OFFICER GEAHY: Hecky Claugen. 00123

M5. CLAGEEN: Hi. I'm Becky Clausen.

I'm speaking a=z a citizen of Cordova. I'm going bo be

COMPUTER MATRIX COUET REPORTERS, LLC
310 K Streez, Suite 2DC
Ancharago, ay  493s5ci
rhcne- 1927 Z43-06G6E,/ Fax-243-1473
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talking about the Draft Fnviromnmental Inmpact Statement.

There's three points I'd like to
emphagize tonight for the TAPS rencwal process, The
first concerns public inpub. The pipeline croasas public
landa, it effects all of our public repources of fish,
wildlife and subsiotence regources and it needs to be a
Ltransparent public process.  wWe have, here in Cordova
members of this community have only been nol.ified of this
meebing in our paper yesterday afterncon. It's great
that folks were abkle to turn out tonight, but we deserve
Lo have a lot more puk:lic notice of a mesting of this
magnitude. Mazst of my friends and neighbors who are
fizhermen are out working right new and they represent a
very large portion of this community thak needs to he
imeclved.

Cordova deserves a longer comment period
and it should be extended.

The gecond point I1'd like to address
deals with a citizen's oversignt group. We noed
preventabive awareness of what's qoirg on with this
pipeline. We caonct rely on reactive measures to clean
up =pills on spawning and rearing habitak. OCnee cns drop
o oill entera that water, the damage iz done. We reed a
preventative way Lo look at maintenance, oversee the

issues of the pipeline that need repair and T feel that

COMPUTER. MATRIX COURT FEFPORTEZS, I
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this rcan be accomplished with an oversight group. It
should be organized for all the inland waters that the
pipeline crosses,

The third point addresees the change=s
that of undergone in the past 25 years of the pipeline,
andd for thiz Z*d just like to use a little analogy. T
was born February leth, 1977 and the newspaper headline
that day read tie first oil travels through Trane-alaska
Fipeline, so I have a little connection with it., But the
wain point of that is I'm living procf of the changes
that have happened from that day to right now, changes in
form and structure. And the pipeline iz the material
verzion of the changes in the infrasrructure that have
ocrurred.  Changes in our understanding of che i=sues
surrounding the pipeline like climate, pormafrost
changes. changes in its actual structure and form dus to
corrosion and shifta in the vertical structures. Changes
in our understanding of how il affects water, how it
affects fish habiral, how it afferts habitat of mammals,
if it is =pilled. These kind of changes over the past 25
vears are substantial and they need to he addressed in an
independent audit to see -- ko incorporate the amount of
knowledge we've gained and the amount that we've learncd
about the pipeline and it's operatiens and ipelude them

te find cut, whaere are we now, what do we know aboul 1t

COMPUTER MATBTXY COTRT REFORTERS, LLC
3l0 K Streeb, Suite 240
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now, incorporating all of this science and enaineering
work bhat werve learned,

Not onty do we need an independent audir
right now, here today, we also need to make sure that
thers are conbinual avdits every five years to --
independent audits made by independent parties, NWaticnal
Arademy of Science can do it, and see how iz it doing
every five years hefore we ran really understand ics
health apd integrity. I'm planning on spending a led. of
moeney on doctor'd bills in che next 20 years of my life
and I think it's only appropriate that therc should be
maney in an escrow account to deal with the preventacive
repairs and reastoration, pobentially dismantling of areas
that need it owver the next 30 years life span of the
pipeling,

I would like to alse say I support the
gix recommendaticns that AFER has made. I koow that
they’'ve been aaid before tonight so I won’t go through
them but I‘'m in full support of those recommendations.
They all deserve to be acknowledged in the impact
statement.

hnd lastly, I*d just like to add rchat
just this evening a ool league of mine had brought to my
arcentian bhe amourt of Libra cuts chat have bheen

experienced with survey and mainlLensnce and inspecticon

COMPUTER MATRIY {OUBRT BERRSRTERY, LLC
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crews on the pipeline, and T feel 1like those ara wary
short-term, near-slghted decisions that are forecasting
potentially disastrous resulbts. HNo amount of budgeting
or cost cutback decisions should be made when dealing
with Lhe oversight of the integrity of the pipeline.

Those arc my «omments. Thanks for
lecting us speak.

HEARING OFFICER GEARY: Thank you. R.J.
¥oprehak on the Environmental Impact Stakemack

MEz. FEOFCHAK: Hi. T'm R. J. Kopchak.
nd I'd be happy to use a little bit of my time. T came
in, just like five miputes lakte, and T know a lot of Ty
friends came in later than that and I'm noL guite sure
who I'm talking with tonignt. And that would be great
for me and it can be on my time to know who you folks
are. Can I do that?

HEARING CFFICER GEARY: Sure.

ME. EOFCHAE: Thanks.

HEARRING QFFICER GEARY: My name 15 Dennis
Geary and I'm the hearing ocfficer that’s been appoeinted
Lo conduct the six different hearings bhroughout the
gstate. &And I'11 let the olLher folks.. ...

Mg. BROSSTR: I'm Jerry Brossia witch
Burcau of Land Management

M3. LOBOEH: FRhea DoBosh, Department of

CUMFUTER MATRIX COURET REFORTERS, LI
310 ¥ Street, Ruice 220
Aachorage, AR 99R01
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Martural Reacurces,

M5. LAUGELIN: Kaye Laughlin, Division of
Governmental Cocrdinabion. 00124

MRE. FOPCHAK: Well, thanks., I'm R..J.
Kopchak and I'm a commereial fisherman here in Cordova
and I'wve been here about 28 years and If've worn a bunch
of hats in town.

The one L love hest iz fishing for zalmon
on the Copper River Delta. Tk contribules about &22
million & year bo our economy. That's an average. Oub
of those dollars a whole bunch more is spent waking my
town work, that doesn't count processers and folks
working atTound town or fuel or support or shipping or
airlines or anything else. So the Copper Eiver is pretty
important co us and we don't have encugh btime to think
about what's happening.

50 the first thing I'd like us to all do
iz think akout giving us about another 180 days. I think
that would be greal because this is a complicated thing
to try to understand.

The other thing Itd like you to do for us
is make the process more transparent. I think thal the
data on the maps and the systems thal have been used to
reccrd the enviromnmental sensitive areas, rthe ¢rossings,

the seasonal mevements of all of the animalzs and then the

SOMFUTEE MRTRTX COURT REFOETERS, LLC
110 K Screet, Suite 200
Anchorage, AK 35501
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maps also used to provide the engineering and he spill
response scenarios for the pipeline need to he digitized
and ot he static copies that are simply unavailable For
anybody to review anywhere. T'm lucky enough to have a
coepy bPecause I also sit en the 01l Spill Institute Board
of Directers as a commercial fisherman. The 0il Epilt
Institute was oreabed under OPRASC and iz funded through a
special fund that provides interest to do rasearch
relating te oil =pill impacts in Arcrics and subhkrctic
envircnments and it docs technoleogy review and we do
education programa. Tt has a multi-agency board of
directors haaded by HOAR.

Une of the things we btry te do is use
really gond people to review the science that we're daoing
related to eil spills and their impacts., Get independent
audits of our work te Eind out whether we're tracking
correctly and to really evaluale whether or not what we
spend a million and a half, two million bucks a year on
ip giving us the information that we need. One of the
projects we're doing is modeling Prince William Sound to
better predict the trajectory of oil ppills and we're
deing that in a chree-dimensional syatem that will put
the Liolegical densicy of fish in, along with a weather
patbtern and tide pattern model =o we can reppond with the

most appropriate technology to spills.  We don't have

COMPUTEE MATEIN COURT REPORTERS, LLC
310 ¥ Svyreet, Suitc 200
Anchorage, AKX 9%50L
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anything like chat ewen started on the Delta. And,
again, I geot $22 million of mine svery year, that's my
commubiity, riding on production of that [ishery,

S0 I think we need te have a look at how
wWo're going to manage spills and do Lhe predictive kinds
of science we need 5o that we can respond to what s goling
o be a spill.

I'd like to congratulate Walr Parker for
giving a greac synopzis on the decaying portions of the
pipeline. T lean to Walt often when I necd good advice
from somebody whe's been around awhile. T think you quys
need to listen te him and pay attention.

0 I think we necd oversight. That's the
other thing I think we need, OPASO, portions of thar, I
think this room ia Full a bunch of the authors of
portions of that legislature and they were fishermen and
they were ex-agency folks, but mastly they were fishermen
and those of us that responded during the sarly daye of
the gpill. And we helped sct the structure for beth the
Citizen's Advisory Committee and the way Lhe 0il 3pill
Recovery Institute wag set up =o we wouldn’t get caught
2¢ pants-deown in the Scund again next time there was a
Bplll,

I think you quys noed to figure ocut how

to et up the same kind of an effort on the Delbas or for

COMPUTER MATERIY CUTET REPORTERS, LLC
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the pipeline corridor. Again 20 percent of that is going
through cur spot. It is the most important wetland on
the west coast of the America’s. You know, virtually
every little tiny shorebird in the warld stops here every
spring and you should come for cur spring bird feskiwval
because ic’'s pretty magic and if rhere's a spill it won't
be good. Because there’s no way that can be atopped. It
could wipe out the entire world population of some of
these shorebirds because they all stop here, every single
ate: of them.

Eo there's acma significant levels cE
pepulations of good things abt risk and we nee=d to do a
betrer job in taking a leok at that infrastruckure in
planning response.

2 I rcovered owersight.

o I guess I'm getting close, That's iL,
1 guess, I want to thack all my friends for speaking
tonight. I really encourage you bEo give us the oxtra
time to comment beorause without, again, a bunch of that
gtuff in digital format, how can thoas of us that are
somewhazt informed and I would put myzclf thers, still
hawe the capacity bto take a leok akb whakt's in that
report., I can't de it, And, you know, T'm going to
count on friends and they can't even get to the

informacisn because we den’t even have that stuff arcund

CRIFUTER MATRIY COTRT REPORTEBEG, LLC
310 K street, Sulle 269
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town, nokb in real accessible formacs.

2o anyway, thanks for vour time and 1°11
give the restc of mine to bhe next cne.

HEARTNG OFFICER GBARY: Thank you for
YOUr COMments.

00125

ME. EOQPCHAK: Thanks.

HEARING CFFLCER GERRY: Gabe Scott.

ME. SCOTT: My name iz Gabriel Scott. T
represent the Cascadia Wildlands Prujeckt and alee just
myself. T live here in Cordova.

Firgt off, as far as the .410 hearinge,
as far as subsistence one thing jumped out at me in the
FI53, which I can ackually say Ive read and that'a that
subsistence 16 very important in Cordowva. It's just
simply incorrect to say that the gquete out of the EIS it
ig not wvery important in Cordova, that's Flat untrue. In
fact, as= you read thact page, you know, the descripticn of
Cordova, 1it's obvious whoewer wrote that haszn't ewver beesn
here. I harxdly recognized the eommunity and I live here.

Az far as the EIS and the State dercision
whether or not to grant anocther 30 vears for the
pipeline, my suggestion and the suggestion of the
Cascadia Wildlands Project is to, ak the soonest
possibilicy, shut it down, pack it up and bring it back

where it came from.

COMPOTEE MATEIN COURT REDORTERS, LLO
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There are a few reagons why I think this
iz a good idea. Firet, the pipeline as it is, iz dirty.
Dezene and dozens of reasons, ways, methods and
mechanisms that it iz dirty, you know, there are hundreds
atil Lhousands of dead birds becsuse of that pipe. The
EIS exprocts a besi case goenario tens of thougands of
mare birds will die just from the eongoing spills. There
have been more than 4,000 spilis if you cvounk the Nerkh
Slope and pipeline and everything that's happen=d in che
Sound. Thero have been spills further scuth in Cascadia
because of this pipe. I think it was in 2an Jose, a
tanker went up on its own anchor and spilled a bunch down
in California. These are the kinds of impacts that
happen when you build a gtructure like thiag. IL's just
flat girty. And as far as I'm concerned ik's not worth
the cost.

Tho secnnd reason we ought to shub it
down iz thabt tke khenefits are decreasing, T think
everyone acknowledges thak, while the costs and the risks
are increasing,

Lezes and leps oil is geing through the
pipe. IL'Y workth less and less. It seems like we're
getting less and lesg hanefit from it. We’'re learning
mire and more about how dirty ik is.  Petraleum is a dead

end. I meah it bakes a three year old to recognize when

COMPUTEFR. MATRIX COTRT REPORTERG, LLL
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you only have so much of a thing, if you keep using it
you're going te ruo ouk. Real obvieusly that's the path
we'rn on oand it's sort of astounding that still mature
adults can’'t come Bo admit that in a document like this
EIS.

Irretrievable commitments of resources,
it accurred to me maybe cil was one of Lhosae things we're
committing irretrievably. I mean i%'s not going to grow
back., 8o I was surprised %o see that that wasn’'t even
acknocwledgad, bthat we're using up oil,

The third reason that it needs Lo go is
that the oversight ie a joke., And I think this is
importank. Ic's gone bthrough and, 1twe only heen here a
few years, and the more I learn of the history it seems
like there are just small circles that happen over and
over from the first time an oil person came up and
thought it was a good idea to start drilling up there and
ship it down a pipe, there have been meetings like this
where we're talking to, we're not exaetly sure who, they
dppear to listen, a report's drawn up, paperwork is
generakted, norhing ewver changes. I think you geb the
sense in this room therc's 5 real profound distrus:. I
think distrust js reaily the operative word and that's a
dangerous ching. Thore are good reasons why we don't

Erust JP, don’t trust Exwon, don't trust UNOCAL, B8P,

COMPOUTEE MATRIX COURT REFURTERS, LLC
310 ¥ Street, Ruile 209
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Fhillips, hAmerada-Hess, Williams, any of the peaple
calling the ahots. It'a becauyse thay've made promises
and broken them over and over and over and over. There's
ng reascn bo expect 1t'e different this cime.

The last reason the pipeline necds to go
has to do with who it is who operates it., And I want to
single in here on a couple of cowmpanies, UNCGCARL and
Euxxon. These are entities that really don't dessrve to
even have a place on the planet. I mean the crimes
Lhey ve commitied are s¢ unspeakably heinous ik'me
shocking that we’re even thinking abeout giving them our
=il and rights across our public land, Juat a ocouple of
the ppecific reascons, UNDCAL, I'm sure many of ywou are
maybe somewhnat tamiliar with the Adona Pipeline Project
in Burma. These folks usged child slawves for Christ's
gake, I mean there were willages massacred for UNCQCAL ta
make a profit. An WOCAL ag a emall owner of che
pipeline, it seems to me why do we have to grant them the
right o operate tha pipeline, we could granl il to the
other five., But sorry, if wvou'wve used child slawves,
vou' re off khe lisll, Lthal sesmy like a reasonable
proposition to me.

The gecond mark against UNQZAL of rencwed
relevance now a days, I suppeose, is their s=trong advocacy

on hehalf of the Taliban. You remember those guys, they

COMPTEEE. MATRIX COURT REFDETERS, LLC
31¢ K Streoet, Suike 200
Arnhorrage, AY Q301
Thone- (#07) Z43-C6E68,/Fax-243-1473
o mai.  ipkégoi.net sakile®gri.not 51

1099

125-6
(Cont.)



1

12

12

14

15

le

17

18

18

20

21

22

a1

24

25

ware good friends with UNOOAL, chat's Lbeen well
doecumented in the press. And again, I'm just astounded
that we're even thinking about giving them puklic
rescurcas,  They don't deserve to exist let alone take
stuff from us.

Az far az Exxon goes, I think cthe one
reason is ebwvious and thac's the junk they spillied inco
the Sound cukb here. The way they lied abour how it
couldn’ t happen, the wey they lied about how much it was,
the way they lied about the clsanup, the way they dealt
with the clearup. The way they ve dealt with
compensation to, you know, following the lawsuits and the
Judgments against them. Ic's real transparent, shear
cowardliness and denial on their part. I think there-s
no doubt chat they'wve descroyved something. EBEwen if we
wanted to forgive them we couldn't because they' re nob
zorry. To me, it makes no schze that we would even want
to -- I wouldn't let thess people in my home, you know,
why are we lacking at giving them our resources, you
know, our children and grandchildren’s resocurcoca?

The second reason Exxon, we don't need to
deal with them is things thev'wve done down in Raza
Frovinca, Imdonesia. These are issues, by the way, 1
raised at the =coping hearing and I was kind of

digappeinted to see chab they weren't addressed somewhere

COMPUTER MATRIY COURT REDORTERES, LIA
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in these 1,700 pages.  You know, ! would have
appreciated, at least, a reagon why you were ignoring oy
comments.  In any evenk, BExxon's guilty of some pretcy
heinous crimes down in Rssa Province, Indonesia.  They
valled it the Exxon Battalion. Comnibted some pretty
heinous -- well, pretiy heinous, they, you know,
massacred vwillagers, there's some slavery involved thore.
Thisz stuff is documented and I'wve directed you all
previcusly places bo find first hand information.

Te me, thuse kinds of crimes against
humanitcy ar the paint where you're using children for
glaves, at the peoint whore, you know, you're supporting
tyrannical regimes, you kind of need to stop and step
back and think about who it is you're dealing with and
whether or not you even go the next step and gay, <kay,
well, what is your idea, is it something that's
profitable to uz both? There's certain people you juat
dan't deal with. There’s certain companies we just
shouldn't deal with and UNOCAL and Exxon are two of
thoge .

5% again, I would urge you to consider,
in Lthe alternatiwves, in the consideraticn of
alternatives, approving or not approving the grant of
Right of Way to some companies and nob others. There's

six geparate applications to the State and Feds, we can

COMPUTER MMTELIZ COUET REPORTERS, LLC
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make £ix separate decisions. Tell Exxon and UNOUAL te
Fack up and take their stuff home, regardless of what we
say Lo the rest of thewm.

The last thing I want to say is that I'm
net -- I'm glad cthat ®B,J. asked that qguestion of who it
ig we're LKalking to because I'm not really sure, you
know, wheo you are. To'i always a person at theae
hearings -- it's always a person goth of like you, whe
locks you in the eye and listens and takes noles but I'm
a litrle unsure what happens after that. You know, you
go o -- you work at Argonne or someching, maybe, or do oyou
pecple have a mesting later and share this stuff? In any
evenl, it seems o gel lost somewhere in the shuffle and
this soetny to me a lot more like theater, it's just sort
of done because the law requires you to do it. I dan't
belleve that the Pederal governmenkt or the State
government is honestly interested in hearing bthe concerns
of Cordovans.

Reagons I believe that, firszt is that the
EIS ig downright impossierle to read. Like I said, I have
actually read the whole thing and it was mind-tumbing.
and T also learned wvery liltle.

The second reason is Lhat the comment
pericd is so short. You know, this has been going oo for

Fears, you've known this is coming for 20 years, surcly

CLMFOTEE MATREIX COURT REFURTERS, LLC
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we can have long encugh to read the document before we're
required te comment on it

There's alsoc the fact that there is
fishing openers today, you know, all the fishermen are
auk. I guess it'a cowardliness thabt youw're not willing
to face up Lo the fishermen in Uordova and hear what they
have to say.

And the lasat reason, as I "aid, the
deoping comments that I and others have given previcusly
don't appear to be addressed in the EIS and that, aside
from sort just of personally being a litble bit insulting
indicates a lack of a good faith effort to honeatly
evaluate the impacts of this pipeline. T think if you
look at what this pipeline means, it's real clear that
the costs far outweigh the bencfits, eppecially when you
Cake into account the risk, really catastrophic things
could happen, you koow, dod fortkdd a spill inte the Yukon
River, it'd wipe that sucker out. That’'s pokb the kind of
Tisk 1'm willing to take. Eo if it's all the same Lo
you, I'd appreciate it if you'd just shub the pipeline
down and take it back.

Thanksz,

HEARING OFFICER GEARY: Thank you far
Your comments.  Al]l righit, we're going to have one more

perscn and then we'il take a break and we'll take about a
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12 mirute break and then we'll get back to the resk of

the folks., So before the break, Rion Schmidr. ﬂﬂ|26

MR. SCHMIDT: My name‘s Rion Schmidt,

I'm a resident of Cordova. I'm commenting on the DEIS.

And T'd like teo, T guosy, bhe as shork as

possible and say that when you all extend the comment
period anccther 50 days I'11l be submitling sowe written
comments but I wasn’t able Lo put anything together
before the meecing. And so I think I'd like to second
the comments that Gabe Scott just made, I think you
should shut the pipeline down and not rensw it and for
pretty obvicus reasons.

I alsce think that it*s an insult thae

you've gaid Iin your report that Cordova doesn’t hoawvily

raly upcn subsistenre. This year it seems that I'm going

to be relying upon it more than ever.

Sa I'd just like bo zay, please listen to

the commants that have beesn said here today and think

about how you want to do busineas in the futuve.

1 guese with that I'11 just lel everyone

get to their break, And 1712 be submitbing written
commentsa, additional written comments on behall of
myself.

HEARTHG QFFICER GEARY: Thank you.

ME. SCHMIDT: Thanks.
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HEARTHNG QFFICHEE GEARY: All right, we'll
take a 10 mirute break. T hawve 8:3%, we'll roconvens atb
E:35,

[Off reoopd)

{0n record)

HERRING QFFICER GEARY: All right, T wantc
to call the hearing back to order. 21l right, during the
break T was provided with copies of comments from Walter
Parker and I‘ll marxk thosc as nvwmber 2 and from Bruce
Cain and I°1l mark those as number 3.

({Hearing Exhibite 2 and 3 marked)

HERRING CFFTICER GERRY: pAnd if anyone
2lse who's already spoken would like any of their written
comments or notes to ke entered, don't hesitate to bring

them on up to me. The next person ko speak i= Patience

Aaderson-Faulkner . (0127

M53. ANDERECN-FAULKEMER: Sood ovening,
thank you. I'm an ordinary citizen here in Cordowva. L
can do lobts ot different Lhings and I know lots of folks
but I'm here as mygelf,

I would like to comment on we need a five
yedr review. 30 years is a long tiwe withoutb che Tabs
process being looked ab again and a five year review, T
bhink, would be very nice.

We nead to alzo resoclve the issues of the

COMPUTER MMTRLX CUDRT RBFORTERS, LLO
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Exxon Valdez. Many peaple have teglified and spoken on
how that impact is and it's wvery serious, it canbtinues to
e very sericus. Fourteen fishing seasons later we're
51ill guffering and we will continue to guffer. Whatever
happens in EVQS petblement will newver make us whole and
W ran' £ leb that happen again.

We need citixen participation on the
cntiTe TAPS line very much similar to the RCAC process.
It's very important that everyons has an opportunity te
speak and discuss issues so chat we can be good Priends
and good neighbars,.  The oil pollution impact, air
emissiong in the Valdez Basin and along the TAPS pipeline
are high. Thoae air emissions and pollutants go up, Lhey
have to come down, it goes intco the water, it goes inkto
the land, it impacts my subesistence foods, impacta my
health and it impacts my life. We heesd to have an
Opportunity bo put all those things in check.

The pil companies are always wanting to
be gocd neighbors and they wankt to be good citizens, 8o
let us ke good neighbors, cnes who Lkalk and advise each
cther on the best of evarything for both of us.

Tt ig imperative Lpabk we have the
opporlunity to enforee Lhe development of our Tescurces,
Examples of more than 285 years delay in enforcing section

23 are plack and white examples of one party, the ail
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industry, ignoring written agreements. We must have
Lesath to the acceas of the development,

Thank you.

HEARING OFFLCER GERRY: Thank vou for
Four ¢omments. Georgia Rodgers on the Envirotmental
Impact Statement.

M5. RCDGERE: Hello. My name is Georgia.
I live in Anchorage. Teoday, me and some friemds of mine
collected over BC signatures in less than two hours Jjust
in Cordova. The petition states:

We rthe undersign imsist upon the
following conditions for the renewal of TRPS operational
loases:

1. The grant leass ghould establish a
citizen's oversight group funded by the TAPS owoers
through the Department of the Interior,

2. TAPZ dismantling, rencval and
restoration funds should be immediately placed in an
BACIOW ACCOURL.

1. drant and lease renewals should ke
made conditional on smatisfactory completion of an
immediate and comprehensive independent field audib, ag
wall az an independent technical review and a field audit
every five vears.

4, T&PS should he transferred to a
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gingle responsible managing party with no North Slope
prodiect ion,

5. A TAPS employes concerng program
ghould he incorporated, as to-date there is none, into
lease and Right of Way renewal ensure critical problems
are adequately addressed to prevent spilla.

&, Stipulations attached to the criginal
Federal and State grant least agreements should be
carefully rewviewed Lo ensure Lhat the reflect &)
scientific and technolagical advances during bthe last
thres decades and; B) experience with the operation of
TRPS.

7. The public comment period must be
extended at least 45 days more to ensure smple time for
meaningful inpukt.

Thiz i=s just BEC signatures ag I said,
today, juat in two hours. And had we had any woers bime,
like if we had -- if we knew about this before then we
could hawve gotbten, I'm sure, five times asz many.

HEARING CFFICER GEARY: Thank wou,

M3, RCDGERS: fnd I'd alsc like to say,
in 19%9 six employees of the Alyeska Pipeline Service
Compary wrote toe  Foderal ogtfficials axguing Lhat neglect
and maintenance cuts on the pipeline would lead co

disaster. They stated that, guote, it would not be a

COMPTTRR, MATRIX COORT REEGRTERA, LLC
MC K Street, Suite 200
neharage, AK 23501

Phone 1307 233-D6GB/Fakx-3242 1473
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single gaskeb or wvalve or wire or procedure or persan
that would cause the catastrophe, it will ke &
combination of small, perhaps seemingly inconsedquential
events and conditlons that will leasd ko an accident chat
we're all dreading and powerless to prevent .

The bullet hole that caused 6,800 barrels
to spill last October and cost $7 millict to clean up,
tack 3% hours just bo stop the il from coming out af Lhe
pipeline and that's ridiculous. And alyeska FPipeline
Bervice themselves have stated that there’s no way they
CAN monitor every foot of the pipeline and if thia -- if
the Jlife span of the pipeline is going to be doubled,
then some serious monitering needs to be done and steps
heed to be taken to ensure that thers isn‘t a major spill
because we had three of them last year on the pipeline.

Thanlk vou.

HERRTNGZ QFFICER CERRY: Thank you. I'm
going to mark the petiticn as number 4.

(Hearing Exhikit 4 markaed)

HEARING OFFICER GEARY: Dune Lankazrd on

the Znvironmental Impack Statement. (1129

ME. DUKNE LANKRRED; Thank you. Good
evaning, My namc iz Duns. 2'm a past commercial
fisherman here in Cordewva and a current subsiskence

Eigherman and I represent tonight, the Evak Breservation

COMFUTER MATRIX COURT EEFPORTBERS, LLC
310 K Streeb, Swuite 209
Anchorage, AK 98501
Thone- (8927F Z43-065AFax-#44-1473
e-mail - jpkwgcoi . net - sangledgeoi.net a1l
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Council, which is an enwvironmerntal watchdog group here in
brinmce William Scund and the Copper River Delta.

The first thing I'd like to do ig read
from the Dratt Environmental Tmpact Statement for Taps,
while the Exxon Valdez 011 Spill was a significant ewvent
in the operation of TAPS, ¢reabting significant benefits
to the stare amd lecal economy that woerse than offeet the
coonomis damage Co the fighing and tourism industries im
Frince William Sound. It is unlikely that a spill of
such magnitude, even if it occurred again, would creoate
the same levol of economic activiey.

My guestion ko you i=, what does this
gtatement suggest? That oil spills, they e beneficial
to the communities that it happens in? We were doing
just fine being a glorified fish camp here in Prince
William Sound, much before the Exxon valdez 0il Spill and
it really usaddens me that starements like this are in
thig Draft Envircnmental Tmpact Statement. Thia is our
way of life that you're talking abouk, Our livelihood
depends on the health and the bounty of the oeocan and its
resources.  And gince the oil spill, a 1ot of things have
changed that you'll never be able to replace or ever
compensatse us for.  And so I think thab, vou know, out of
respect to the pecple anpd to the area, thal you extend

your puplic comment period st least #0 days and like R.J.

COMPUTER MATREIY CUURT EEFORTERS, LIO
310 K Suesek, Suite zo¢
Archorage, AKX  B9Ga)
Phote - {307) 243 2665/ ¥aw-243-1473
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said, even extend it 1280 days to make sure that you get
all ©of the input from all of the people on what vou
really need to do to make Lhie a safer transport system
for oil, And like Gabe sald, even, you know stopping the
transport of ©il would be ewven better.

I really den't believe that the oil
induslry takes cdil apill responsibility serieusly. 2And a
good example iz on the 10-year anniversary of the Exxon
Valdez 0il Spill, the Mew Caressa grounded in Qregon and
half the ship broke off and 2o they burned the oil in
that part <f the ship and took the other half out 20 or
30 miles offshore and put it full of bullet holes and
then they couldn't sink it so chey stuck a million dollar
missile in it and that was an oil contingsncy cleanup
plan. This is what we've learned after 1D yeara?

I mean this is a diggrace and you ghould
be very embarrassed that this contibues bo happen.

There haz been a number of comments made
that the oil pipeline crosses a number ot salmen streams,
76 salmor streams chat lead inko the Copper River. I'm
alap a Copper River guide and I bring a number of people
down: and I szhow them where the pipeline crossces inta the
river where we can visually see it buk there's a number
of praces where we camnol. And right now, if there was

an oil spill of any magnitude on the Copper River, there

DOMPUTER MATRIX COURT REFORTERS, LIC
310 % Srreet, Reike 203
Ancherage, MK 99301
Phoae-4307) 243-0665/Fax-243-1472
g-nail  jpkiageoi_nel - sahiled@gol.onet 63
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is no way you could even begin to clean it up. Just none
at all. And 1 think that without an oil spitl
contingeney clean up plan in place for the Copper Hiver
Delta and every place, like Bob Henrich was saying, that
this Right cf Way responsibiliby should include, you
know, 2400 miles offshore, I think it sbkould go ciear to
the point where you are bringing these 2il tankers to the
refinerios, because your responsibility deesn't end when
that @il leaves the shore and certainly your
responsibilicy doesn't begin, either, when the oil epill
hits the water, kecausc iL'= proven that from the nil
spill there's very litktle that you can do to clean it up.
Eo the best method is prevention to stop it from
happening in the firgkt place.

Another example that Georglia brought up
about the bullet hole. That was crazy that 32 hours or
36 hours went by that a small oil leak caused by a bullet
hole could caupe so much damage and cost so much money.
And sc that conly, you know, gives you an indication of
how vulnerable this oil pipeline is,

I think that under tie TAPRE renewsi
process Lhat you should alsc rezpect and acknowledge and
work with the tribal governments that live and have
inherent rignts along the 202 mile pipeline. ¥ou should

be sitbing down and having government to government

FUMFOTER MATRTX {COORT REFORTERS, LLC
L0 K sScreet, Suive 00
Anchorage, RX 20501
Fhone - (927} Z243-0GRA/Fux-243 14974
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relations and talks with these people Lo figure out how
you're going te minimize futurs il spills and also
create 0il spill contingency cleanup plans that accually
can work because you hawve, obviously, scveral billion
dollars set aside in dismantling, remcwval and restoration
and I think a lot of thoge monies could be used right now
to implement & responsible platy be address any fubture ail
Epills and thew will happen.

Alsz, I think that this EIS should
include some of the latest science. And, you koow, a
good example is5, a good fEriend of ours who is not here
this evening, Or., RBicky COLt, was able to talk with some
people about thia one part per million that affecks the
reproducticen of wild salmwn, one part per millicn af
hydrocarbon pollutante, well, 480 peer review scientialy
got together and they #ll acknowledgoed and skated thac it
was cne part per hillion of hydrocarbon pollutants bhat
affects the reproduction of wild salwon. That means that
this <il spill, right now, is 1,400 cimes worse than we
cver imagined and believed and cur laws still reflect
that. And go OPAS0 still, you koow, that didn 't addresa
it. And so we‘ve learned a lot from the Exxon Valdez 0il
8pill Truglees Science over the last decade and a Job of
Lthis science is either being omitted or ignored. &Znd I

think Lhat's really, again, I think that's sad that

COMPOTER MATRLE COURT FEFOETERS, LL&
310 K Skreeck, SHonikbe 200
Ancharage, AR SSu0l
Phioate- (907| 2331-DE6B/Fax-241-1473
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that's not being integrated into your studies.

T bhelieve Lhat you know what's right., T
balieve that you -- let me take that back. T want Lo
believe that you wank bto de what's right. 2&nd I'm hoping
Ehat inm bhia process that yow e going to take this
cescimony from thece people and realize that this is
about our lives, this is about cur future and it's also
about our past, because we're sbill liwving in the past:
we're still desling with the sation's worst oil spill.
And this EIS deoesn't reflect what hag happeced to cur
pecple or our way of 1ife. And you haven't proven to us
that vou have done anvibhing different and that yourre
going Lo do anything different that's going to make us
trust wou,

And like Gabe was saying earlier and a
couple of the other folks, that we need bto wean off our
dependency of nil. We need to look at alternative enerxgy
az, you know, the proof of how we can live in thig new
world rather than continuing Lo pollute our warters and
our lands and our air. And we have the technology and I
really belisve thai wvou hawve the collective wealth and
the collective intelligence to put forth a comprahensive
energy policy that this nation and this world would be
proud of and I think that it starts right now oy takiog

responsibility in paying up the debb, the $5 billion to

COMFOTER. MATRIX COORT EEFORTERS, LLCO
110 K gcrect, Burte 200
Brchneage, AE 285401
rhone- {927 253-Daed/Fax 243 1473
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Ehese pecple and compensating us for our lost way of
life.

And I'm hoping rhalt you will, vou know,
Lake this information and extend thisz poried and make it
more compréehensive, you know, woerk with the people.
Because, agair, like I gaid, thisz iz cur way of liife and
my pecple, the Bvak, have lived along the coast for the
lagt 3,500 years and it was brought to sy attention that,
wou know, when the statcoment says, because so few Eyak
remain, & discussion of Eyak culture in the 2lst Century
iz impossgible, bto whom? How can you possikly say thake
¥es, there may chly be 140 people of our Eyak people
alive today bLubt we have just as wmuch right as you do.  Wo
have just as much of a rioht as anybody else tu exisk on
this pluanet. &nd I think that, like I said and 1'11 zay
it again, wo have the technoleogy and we hawe bthe
intelligence to safely Lransport oil, but until you aheow
us different and you prove to us thatk you really care
about. what we're saying and what we're feeling and what
we're going through and making sure Lhat you're
donpenzating us for cur lesass, then we will be akle (o
then sit dewn arpund the same table and try and discuss
how we're going to address this issue in the futurse
berause ithat oil pipeline, it's on the verge of collapse

and it‘s going Lo happen. And, you know, just like the

COMETF'ER MATEIXY COORT REECGRTERS, bLLZ
110 K Street, Suite 200
Aachorage, Al SiBs0Z
Phonce [%97) 243-0B68 Fax-243-1473
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Arctid Mational Wildlife RHefuge, we do nob wank bo put
anymers 0il threowgh that pipeline than has already gobe
through there,

And I know that in this renewal process
that you're trying co show us Lhabk you're taking
responsibility and you're going to listen to ags many
peoizle az you can before you make your decisions. But I
know that thils is a draft and so, you know, please listen
and hear what we're saying and incorporate those into
your discussicns and work wich us because we o wank ko
kelisve in wou.

And, you know, before the oil spill aver
happened, I tock a lot of things for granted and I
realize that I had ta quit fishing in order Lo halp
protect this environment. And, you know, please do your
job and werll do ours.

HERRTING OFFICER GEARY: Thank you, Dune.

MR, LANZARD: Thank o, (0130

HEARING: GFFICER GELHEY: MNancy Bird.

M3, BIRD: Yes, Waney Bird, T am vice-
mayogr of Cordova but I want to make clear that most of my
statoments -- T have some preliminary skatements, I
think, I can make on bshalf of the City Council.

and those are that from listening to the

comments tonight, I came here, I have nol resd either the
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